
DAVID THE KING: REBELLION & EXILE 

Wednesday, February 3 

Reading: 2 Samuel 15 
 

2 Samuel 15:6  Absalom behaved in this way toward all the Israelites who came to the  king asking  

for justice, and so he stole the hearts of the people of Israel. 
 

It is likely that during his five year separation from David, Absalom had devised his plot to take 

over the kingdom. His first step was accomplished by his “reconciliation” with his father. Now 

he proceeds to steal the hearts of the people. For four years he intercepts those bringing their case 

to the king and convinces them that he would be a better judge than his father. His handsome 

appearance and feigned humility helps him win the people’s hearts (14:25). When he has enough 

supporters he goes to Hebron where David had first been crowned king and proclaims himself 

king in place of his father.  

 

Upon hearing of Absalom’s rebellion, David flees from Jerusalem. He knows that Absalom’s 

forces will soon be coming and he does not want his capital city to be the battlefield for this civil 

war. Under distress, David relies heavily on his friends such as the priests, Ittai, and Hushai. But 

most importantly, he puts his trust in the Lord. David is placing his life in God’s hands. This is 

seen first in his command to take God’s Ark back into the city. 
 

2 Samuel 15:25 …If I find favor in the LORD's eyes, He will bring me back and let me see it and His dwelling 

place again. 26  But if He says, 'I am not pleased with you,' then I am ready; let Him do to me whatever seems 

good to Him." 
 

While David looked to his friends for help and support, his faith allowed him to trust God’s plan 

for his life whatever it might be. Do we have this kind of faith to trust God no matter what? Do 

you have friends that will be there through thick and thin to help you and strengthen your faith in 

the rough times? 

 

Why did Absalom turn against his father and try to steal the kingdom? Absalom had watched as 

his father tried to cover up his sin with Bathsheba. He had become angry when the rape of his 

sister Tamar was left unpunished, so angry that he killed his brother who had committed the 

crime. For three years, he lived in exile and was not accepted in his father’s presence for two 

more years even after he returned to Jerusalem. All this must surely have led to resentment on 

the part of this young man. Slowly but surely, this resentment built into hatred and then outright 

rebellion. And it appears that David was oblivious to the whole situation. 

 

Would things have been different if David had been more attentive? If he would have dealt with 

the growing problems in his family could this rebellion have been avoided? Maybe. We cannot 

excuse Absalom’s actions and attitudes. He had to make his own choices, but he chose to follow 

David’s bad example instead of following David’s good example of repentance and faith.   

 

A quote from Phi Delta Kappen magazine reminds us of a valuable truth: “There is no sure way 

to guarantee that your child will grow up to be the kind of person you would like him to be. The 

most likely way is for you to be the kind of person you would like him to be.” 
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READ THRU THE BIBLE: Leviticus 21-24; Matthew 28 


