
NT: PAUL’S PRAYER FOR THE THESSALONIANS 

Thursday, February 3 

Reading: 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 
 

2 Thessalonians 1:11  With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of 
His calling, and that by His power He may bring to fruition your every desire for goodness and your every 
deed prompted by faith. 12  We pray this so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you 
in Him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

The church in Thessalonica was a church under fire! The Apostle Paul had arrived in the city 

during his second missionary journey but the uproar by the enemies of the gospel was so great he 

and his companions had to be smuggled out of the city after only a few weeks. The believers had 

continued to experience persecution so Paul had written them a letter to encourage them and 

answer some question they had about the coming of Christ (1 Thessalonians). This second letter 

was written shortly afterwards with the same purpose in mind. Paul thanks God because “your 

faith is growing more and more, and the love all of you have for one another is increasing.” They 

were standing strong in their faith despite the continued trials and persecution (1:3-5). He then 

reminds them that God will one day punish those who oppose God’s people and glorify His holy 

people (1:6-10). Because they belong to Christ, the apostle prays for them to live their lives in 

light of their glorious destiny in Christ. Paul’s prayer covers four areas of the believer’s life 

(1:11-12).  
 

CONCERNING GOD’S PLAN - Paul’s first request is that “our God may make you worthy of 

His calling.” Paul always uses this term to describe a person’s call to salvation. The use of “our 

God” reminds believers that God is not some distant, uncaring Deity. He is their loving Father. It 

is God’s plan to conform believers to the image of His Son (Romans 8:29). He has already 

confirmed their eternal destiny. Now they are to live like His children (see Roman 5:1; 

Colossians 1:10). 
 

CONCERNING GOD’S PURPOSE - Believers live to fulfill God’s pleasure and purpose. Paul 

had already acknowledged that the Thessalonian believers desired to serve God through their 

“work produced by faith, labor prompted by love, and endurance inspired by hope” (1 Thessalonians 

1:3). Those who desire to please God will receive the blessings of God (see Psalm 37:4-7; 1 John 

3:22; Hebrews 13:20-21). 
 

CONCERNING GOD’S POWER - Next, Paul prays that God’s power would strengthen their 

faith. He knows that they are saved and desire to serve the Lord, but he also knows that it is only 

through God’s power that they can live for and serve the Lord. It is the Spirit working in and 

through our lives that brings about spiritual growth and good works. 
 

CONCERNING GOD’S GLORY - The goal of Paul’s prayer and their “every deed prompted by 

faith” is to bring glory to Jesus Christ. Paul is looking at both the present and the future when he 

says Christ is “glorified in you, and you in Him.” Jesus is glorified by our righteous lives and 

testimony and we reflect Christ’s glory today and ultimately when we reach eternity. This is not 

accomplished by our own efforts but by the grace of God (see John 12:26) 
 

Do your prayers center on God’s plan, God’s purpose, God’s power, and God’s glory? How can 

you make these thoughts more powerful in your life? 
 

 

 

READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT:  Luke 3-4 


