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DAYS OF NOAH 
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Reading: Matthew 24 
 

Matthew 24:36 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the  
Son, but only the Father. 37  As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of  
Man. 38  For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; 39  and they knew nothing about what would happen  
until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 

 

There have been several interpretations of the story of Noah presented by Hollywood over the 

years.  The latest version came out in 2014 and starred Russell Crowe as the biblical Ark-builder.  

After watching this movie I came to the conclusion that they got the name right and that was 

about it.  From the giant golems that help build the boat to the villainous Tubal-cain stowing 

away on the ark and having a battle with Noah toward the end, this movie had some silly ideas.  

About the only “redeeming” quality was the depiction of the depravity of the human race (really 

not all that redeeming).  From the wickedness of the city to the attempt to take the ark by force, 

humanity is shown at its worst. 

 

Here Jesus compares the days of Noah to what it will be like before He returns.  Whether 

Matthew 24 is speaking about the Rapture or the Second Coming is debated.  (I would side with 

those who hold this is a Second Coming passage.)  But whichever you believe, the lesson Jesus 

teaches about the hearts of humanity is the same.  Human nature has not changed since the days 

before the Flood.  Those people were living their lives (“eating and drinking, marrying and 

giving in marriage”) with no concern for God.  2 Peter 2:5 calls Noah “a preacher of 

righteousness”, but they would not listen to his warnings.  They must have thought his ark was 

something strange.  The arrival of all the animals must have been a curiosity.  The darkening sky 

should have caught their attention.  But they ignored all the signs until it was too late! 

 

Jesus said that is how it will be in the days before His coming.  People will see all the signs and 

hear all the messages, but most will still turn away from Christ for their own pleasures and 

human pursuits. 

 

Should we be surprised when people reject the good news of salvation today?  Like Noah, we 

proclaim the righteous message of escape from coming judgment.  But few people are listening.  

But don’t get discouraged!  It is not our job to convert people.  It is our privilege to point them to 

the Savior and allow the Holy Spirit to deal with their hearts.  It is our job to extend the 

opportunity and God’s to close the deal. 

 

But remember - - - TIME IS RUNNING OUT!  Jesus said that no one knows the day or hour of 

His return.  Not the angels.  Not even Jesus Himself when He was on earth. 
1
 Therefore we 

should be ever diligent to be “preachers of righteousness” before the days run out!   
 

 

 

 
1
  Many have wondered what Jesus meant when he said that He did not know the day of His return.  Isn’t He God?  I 

believe the answer lies in the Incarnation - when God became flesh.  Philippians 2 says Christ “made Himself 

nothing” or literally emptied Himself, not of His deity but of His glory and the independent use of His Godly 

attributes to become a man.  Thus while on earth, Jesus did not know the time of His return.  Now that He has 

returned to heaven, He has taken back these attributes so today Jesus does know when He will return. 

 


