
DAVID THE KING: TOO LITTLE, TOO LATE 

Tuesday, February 2 

Reading: 2 Samuel 14 
 

2 Samuel 14:33  So Joab went to the king and told him this. Then the king summoned Absalom, and  

he came in and bowed down with his face to the ground before the king. And the king kissed Absalom. 
 

After three years of exile, Joab devises a plan to convince David to bring Absalom home. Joab 

used a similar method as the prophet Nathan had done to get David’s attention - - - he used a 

story. The only problem is Nathan was speaking for God; Joab was using God’s name to get the 

results HE wanted.  Do we ever misuse God in this way? What are the results of such actions? 

 

Joab enlists a “wise woman” to bring a fictitious story to David. The word ‘wise’ probably 

means clever or cunning. The story they concoct parallels what happened between David’s own 

sons Absalom and Amnon. Absalom was now the heir to the throne and this woman implies that 

to execute him or leave him in exile would be “against the people of God.” She even uses the 

name of God to bolster her case and ‘sucks up’ to David with flattering words (14:17-20). 

 

David eventually sees through her ploy and perceives that his general Joab is behind it all. He 

orders Joab to bring Absalom back from Geshur. But he would not be allowed in the palace or 

“see the face of the king.” He was to live in his own house without having any of his rights as a 

prince. 

 

For another two years Absalom lives in Jerusalem without seeing his father David. However, 

there are no signs of remorse or repentance in Absalom. When he sends for Joab to request an 

audience with his father Joab refuses to answer. So Absalom has his servants burn Joab’s barley 

fields to get his attention. His words to Joab are an arrogant statement about his exile from royal 

life (1432). Finally Joab agrees to speak to David on Absalom’s behalf and David and Absalom 

have a somewhat cold reunion.  

 

The one thing that is suspiciously absent in this whole affair is God. Nowhere do we read that 

David asked for the Lord’s guidance in this difficult situation. He does not consult with the 

prophet Nathan or with God’s priests. He seems to be making decisions in his own wisdom 

which is clouded by his own guilt. Do we ever let our emotions keep us from turning to God for 

help and direction? 

 

David’s long delay in dealing with his family issues (5 years!) would cost him dearly. When he 

finally does “reconcile” with Absalom it is too little, too late. Absalom’s heart is already against 

his father and his plot to take the kingdom is already in play. Do we ever let relationship 

problems linger for so long that they become almost unsolvable? What should we do the moment 

we realize there is an issue? How can God help us in our relationships? 
 

 

 

 
 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Leviticus 17-20; Matthew 27 


