
1 SAMUEL: SPARING SAUL’S LIFE 

Saturday, February 29 

Reading: 1 Samuel 24, 26-27 
 

1 Samuel 26:23  The LORD rewards everyone for their righteousness and faithfulness. The LORD delivered 
you into my hands today, but I would not lay a hand on the LORD’s anointed. 24  As surely as I valued your 
life today, so may the LORD value my life and deliver me from all trouble.” 

 

We all need mercy! Mercy is defined as not getting what we deserve. It is the guilty criminal 

who is pardoned and released. It is God forgiving our sins though we don’t deserve it. We all like 

to get mercy - but it is far more difficult to show mercy! That is what David did twice with King 

Saul. The chief purpose of Saul’s life was to kill David. He dedicated all his time and resources 

to the hunt (which is probably why the Philistines were able to regroup for the final battle at Mt. 

Gilboa). 

 

David had to be constantly on the run. Hiding in caves and betrayed by fellow Israelites, David 

considered himself a flea hunted in the mountains (1 Sam. 24:14; 26:20).  This constant pursuit 

would eventually lead David to find sanctuary with Israel’s enemies - the Philistines (which was 

probably a mistake on David’s part for it brought nothing but trouble - see 1 Samuel 27-30). 

 

All this makes David’s display of mercy to Saul even more incredible. Though Saul breaks 

promise after promise to him, David will not take revenge on the king even when everyone else 

is telling him to do so. Two times God drops Saul right into David’s hands and both times he 

refuses to kill this man who wanted him dead. Saul is God’s anointed king and it is not David’s 

job to decide when he will fall and the right time for David to become king. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Would we be able to show that kind of mercy in a similar situation? We often have trouble 

forgiving the smallest offense done against us. And yet, as children of God, we are called to 

imitate God’s attribute of mercy. 
 

Micah 6:8  He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly 

and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.   

 

Matthew 5:7  Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 
 

2. When dealing with difficult people, we should keep the words of David ringing in our ears: 

“The Lord rewards every man for his righteousness and faithfulness” (26:23). In trying 

situations and relationships our actions and attitudes show the kind of person we really are. 

What does your life show about your character during difficult encounters? In what areas 

might you pray for God to work in your life to increase your right-living and faithfulness to 

Him? 
 

 

 

 

READ THE NT: Luke 9 


