
EXODUS: LICE, FLIES, & COMPROMISE 

Thursday, February 28 

Reading: Exodus 8:16-32 
 

Exodus 8:22  “ ‘But on that day I will deal differently with the land of Goshen, where my people live;  
no swarms of flies will be there, so that you will know that I, the LORD, am in this land. 23  I will make  
a distinction between my people and your people. This sign will occur tomorrow.’ ” 24  And the LORD  
did this. Dense swarms of flies poured into Pharaoh’s palace and into the houses of his officials; through 
-out Egypt the land was ruined by the flies. 

 

The third plague comes without any warning. God sends gnats or lice on the people of Egypt (the 

Hebrew word can mean either). The extent of this invasion is compared to the dust. This time 

Pharaoh’s magicians cannot copy the plague and proclaim this must by “the finger of God.” 

While the magicians see God’s hand, Pharaoh’s heart is hard and he will not let the slaves go. 

 

The fourth plague consists of flies covering the land. There is no escape as they invade houses 

and even the palace. The ground becomes a black carpet of flies. This time, however, God 

protects His people in the land of Goshen so that Pharaoh may know that He is the Lord. 

 

Pharaoh calls for Moses and Aaron and offers a compromise. He will allow the people to 

worship God in the land of Egypt. Moses rejects this offer so Pharaoh makes a second offer. 

They can leave the land to worship as long as they don’t go too far. 

 

Moses prays for an end to the plague as Pharaoh requested but warns Pharaoh not to “act 

deceitfully again by not letting the people go.” But as soon as the flies are gone Pharaoh again 

reneges and refuses to let the people go. 

 

LESSON ONE: “Not In Goshen.” For the first time God protected His people Israel from this 

plague. He did this to show Pharaoh that these were not random occurrences. They were, as the 

magicians proclaimed, “the finger of God. Notice that the Israelites suffered through the first two 

plagues right along with the Egyptians. Sometimes God protects His people from danger and 

trouble and sometimes allows them to go through it. Some saints suffer persecution and death 

while some are delivered from it. Whatever happens we know everything He does is according to 

His will and His good plan (Rom. 8:28). How should we respond when God delivers us from 

danger? What should be our response when troubles and persecution come?  

 

LESSON TWO: “Compromise.” Pharaoh wanted God’s will HIS way! He would allow them to 

worship as long as he could keep an eye on them. He wanted to make sure his slaves didn’t leave 

and mess up his kingdom and economy. Moses refused to compromise what God had 

commanded. The world is willing to tolerate God’s people as long as they don’t “push their 

beliefs” on others. They want us to compromise our beliefs so we don’t cause waves in society. 

But the gospel will always cause waves (see Luke 12:49-53) because it stands opposed to Satan 

and the sin-warped world system. Like Moses, we cannot compromise what God has said. What 

areas of your Christian life might you be tempted to compromise to “keep peace”? What must 

you do to stand firm on what you know is God’s truth? 
 

 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Deuteronomy 21-23; Mark 16 


