
1 SAMUEL: MAN AFTER GOD’S OWN HEART 

Friday, February 28 

Reading: 1 Samuel 16-19 
 

1 Samuel 16:7  But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have 

rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, 

but the LORD looks at the heart.”  
 

God chooses a teenaged shepherd boy named David as the next king of Israel. He is not the 

obvious choice. He is overlooked by everyone. His father does not consider him important 

enough to bring him in from the fields. His brothers ridicule and shun him. King Saul would 

initially reject his offer to fight Goliath because he is inexperienced in warfare. Goliath mocks 

him as coming to battle with sticks and stones. Everyone seemed to overlook this shepherd boy. 

But God saw David’s heart and knew that this was the man to lead His people. 

 

David’s training begins as he takes care of his father’s sheep and continues as God uses his 

musical talents to bring him to the palace of King Saul where he can learn firsthand the duties, 

temptations, and trials of being king. God will use him to defeat the giant Goliath and bring 

victory back to the people of Israel. 

 

After this victory, David and Saul’s son Jonathan form a deep friendship. They both love the 

Lord and are courageous in fighting for His people (see 1 Sam. 14). David become a popular 

leader in Saul’s army and when the people start praising David over him, the king gets jealous 

and becomes afraid of David. He tries several times to kill him before David finally has to flee 

for his life. He will spend the next 20 years as a fugitive hunted by the angry king. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. “People look at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart” (16:7). Do you ever 

feel overlooked? Do we judge people by outward appearances or do we see them through 

God’s eyes?  

 

2. As David faced Goliath, it was his faith that was his real weapon. From David’s example we 

learn several things: (1) We stand in God’s strength, not our own. We come in the name of 

the Lord (17:45). We must stand up for God in our godless culture. (2) We should not let the 

threats of the enemy deter us from doing what we know is right. We know God is more 

powerful than anything the enemy can throw at us (17:44, 46). (3) We do not do things for 

our own glory. David saw the big picture and knew this victory would be a testimony to the 

nations of the true and living God (17:46-47). Everything we do is for the only One who is 

worthy of all glory and honor and praise – the Lord Jesus Christ. How is your stand? 

 

3. The friendship of David and Jonathan broke down all barriers. It went beyond distinctions of 

social status and upbringing. It went beyond the difference in age as Jonathan was much 

older than David - maybe up to twenty-five years older.  It went beyond family barriers as 

Jonathan’s father tried to kill David but Jonathan sided with his friend. This friendship went 

beyond personal ambition as Jonathan was heir to the throne and yet was David’s strongest 

supporter. Most important, this friendship was based on a mutual love and trust in the Lord. 

This should be the basis for all true friendships for Jesus is “a friend who sticks closer than a 

brother” (Proverbs 18:24). Do you have friendships that are “stuck together” by a mutual 

faith in the Lord Jesus Christ? 

 

 

READ THE NT: Luke 8 


