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Mark 13:32  “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son,  

but only the Father. 33  Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come. 34  It’s like  

a man going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each with their assigned task, 

and tells the one at the door to keep watch. 35  “Therefore keep watch because you do not know when 

the owner of the house will come back—whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster 

crows, or at dawn. 36  If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping. 37  What I say to you,  

I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’ ” 

 
The story is told of an assistant sent by evangelist D.L. Moody to preach the gospel to a group of 

social anarchists in a dangerous section of Chicago.  Moody said, “Do the best you can, and 

some night I’ll come down and help you.” The assistant later said that Moody’s promise had 

been an incentive to do his very best.  “I didn’t know when Mr. Moody would come, so I looked 

for him every night, and the harder time I had, the harder I hoped and looked.”  
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The reason for Jesus’ incredible prophecy is to answer the disciples’ questions about the 

destruction of the Temple Jesus had just predicted and about the end of the age (Matt. 24:3).  

Matthew, Mark, and Luke all record Jesus’ words, each emphasizing a different portion of its 

fulfillment.  There are near predictions concerning the destruction of the Temple in AD 70 and 

the persecution of the apostles.  There are also far predictions that stretch to the end of the age 

and the return of Christ. 

 

While Christians differ over the timetable Jesus is laying out in these chapters, one clear message 

must be taught.  All these warnings of wars, famines, earthquakes, and persecution were not so 

we could start setting dates and let the thought of Christ’s return consume us so we stop all other 

service.  Jesus wanted us to know that until He returns there will be trouble and like “birth pains” 

they will increase.  Therefore, we need to “Be on guard! Be alert!  Watch!”  Don’t let the world 

suck you into its plans and patterns.  When things get difficult, don’t look around - Look up!  For 

your redemption draws near (Luke 21:28). 

 

Jesus warns lest He finds His servants “sleeping” when He returns.  Jesus is not looking for lazy 

followers who simply lie around and wait.  He is looking for servants who are doing their 

“assigned task” - the service that He has gifted them to do!  The promise of Christ’s return 

should motivate us to do our very best.  When times get tough - the tough trust Jesus. 

 

What does the promise of Christ’s return motivate you to do?  How does focusing on the 

problems and peril of the world around us hinder our work and witness for the Lord?  When the 

pressure of the world starts getting to you, remember Jesus’ words: 

 

“Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will never pass away” (13:31) 
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