
1 SAMUEL: SAUL’S DISOBEDIENCE 

Thursday, February 27 

Reading: 1 Samuel 13, 15 
 

1 Samuel 13:13  "You acted foolishly," Samuel said. "You have not kept the command the LORD your 
God gave you; if you had, he would have established your kingdom over Israel for all time. 14  But now 
your kingdom will not endure; the LORD has sought out a man after his own heart and appointed him 
leader of his people, because you have not kept the LORD's command." 
 

The Israelites are in a bad situation. They are vastly outnumbered and the Philistines have 

superior weapons. This put them at a severe disadvantage. However, we must credit Saul that 

even knowing these facts he is ready to fight God’s enemies. He is simply waiting for Samuel to 

arrive and ask God’s blessing. But Saul is once again controlled by his emotions. When he sees 

the Philistines advancing and his soldiers fleeing, his fear and impatience causes him to make the 

sacrifice to God, an act only a priest was allowed to do. 

 

No sooner does Saul finish the sacrifice then Samuel shows up as promised. Saul makes his 

excuses but it is too late. He has disobeyed the Lord and now judgment must fall. The kingdom 

would not pass on to Saul’s sons. God would chose “a man after His own heart” to be the next 

king of Israel. 

 

Sometime later, God orders Saul to destroy the Amalakites – people, animals, cities, everything! 

Instead of obeying the Lord’s command, Saul and his army leave King Agag alive and save the 

best of the sheep and cattle. “Everything that was despised and weak they totally destroyed” 

(15:9). To top it off, Saul erects “a monument in his own honor” after only partially obeying 

God’s commands (15:12).. 

 

When Samuel arrived to confront Saul, the king acts as if he has done nothing wrong. He makes 

excuses and blames the people for the animals that were spared. But Samuel doesn’t buy it! He 

knows who is responsible and over Saul’s protests reminds the king that obedience is more 

important than any sacrifice. Without an obedient heart, the sacrifice is meaningless. In fact, it is 

the same as witchcraft and idolatry! God has utterly rejected Saul. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. In chapter 13, Saul’s sin was spurred by his impatience and pride. Instead of waiting the full 

seven days God’s prophet ordained, he believed that he could “fill Samuel’s shoes” and offer 

the sacrifice. Have you ever been impatient with God? How did you act on this impatience? 

What were the results?   

 

2. In chapter 15, when confronted with his disobedience Saul tried to blame others for his sin.  

Do we ever make excuses for our sinful actions? Do we try to pass the blame on to others?  

To the environment we live in? To the way we were raised? Etc. How would it be better if 

we acknowledged our guilt and repented right away? 

 

3. Saul tried to excuse his sin of keeping the best of the animals by claiming they were for a 

sacrifice to God. He was trying to hide behind a false appearance of being religious. Do we 

ever try to cover up the disobedience in our lives by doing things at church? Do we try to 

hide our sin behind the veneer of religion? 

 

 

READ THE NT: Luke 7 


