
EXODUS: WATER TO BLOOD 

Tuesday, February 26 

Reading: Exodus 7:14-25 
 

Exodus 7:20  Moses and Aaron did just as the LORD had commanded. He raised his staff in the presence  

of Pharaoh and his officials and struck the water of the Nile, and all the water was changed into blood.  

21  The fish in the Nile died, and the river smelled so bad that the Egyptians could not drink its water.  

Blood was everywhere in Egypt. 
 

With Pharaoh’s rejection of God’s command, the Ten Plagues began to fall on Egypt. The first 

plague turned the water of Egypt into blood, killing the fish and poisoning the drinking water. 

Even the water that had been stored for later use was turned to blood. 

 

The Nile River was the source of life in Egypt. Its’ annual flooding made the land fertile. The 

Egyptians worshipped the river as a god – Hapi. Now their “river of life” was filled with death. 

The Lord had shown His power over the first of Egypt’s false gods (see Exo. 12:12). The plague 

spread to all the streams and canals. The people were forced to dig for new wells to find water to 

drink. The plague lasted for seven days. 

 

Here we see the foolishness of Pharaoh’s magicians. They duplicate the miracle and turn some 

water into blood. However, if they really had power and cared for the people should they not 

have reversed the plague by turning the blood back into water!  However, their display once 

again hardened Pharaoh’s heart so he refused to obey God. 

 

LESSON ONE: “By This You Shall Know I Am the Lord.” The plagues that would fall upon 

Egypt were not merely to bring judgment on Pharaoh’s disobedience and cruelty. They were 

evidence that the Lord was the one true God. In their first confrontation Pharaoh had asked, 

“Who is the LORD, that I should obey Him? (5:2). God would now powerfully answer Pharaoh’s 

question. God is not some angry Judge in the sky waiting to strike sinners with a lightning bolt. 

His judgments are a call to repentance for those whose hearts are not too hard to listen. When 

have you seen God’s judgment bring someone closer to Himself?  

 

LESSON TWO: “The Egyptian Magicians Did the Same Things.” As noted above, this was a 

foolish thing to do. Instead of using the pure water to help the thirsty people, these magicians 

turned it into blood as well. This only proved that they had no power to reverse or challenge 

God’s plague. They could only imitate it! Satan has no power to help or improve a person’s life. 

His only goal is to use, abuse, and tear people down. He uses his power to deceive and destroy. 

In contrast, Jesus said, “I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full” (John 

10:10). How have you seen Satan’s power to deceive and destroy at work in the world? How can 

we fight against Satan’s plans to deceive and destroy people’s lives – and our lives? 
 

 

 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Deuteronomy 13-16; Mark 14 


