
PROVERBS 22-24: IN TIMES LIKE THESE 

Friday, February 25 

Reading: Proverbs 24:10-12 
 

Proverbs 24:10  If you falter in a time of trouble, how small is your strength! 11  Rescue those being  

led away to death; hold back those staggering toward slaughter. 
 

Though the NIV combines these three verses into one saying, we will treat them as two separate 

sayings that describe how God’s wisdom is displayed in times of trouble.  

 
SAYING #24: WISDOM INSPIRES ENDURANCE (24:10) – The word “faint” means to be 

discouraged or to give up. Times of trouble test our character and what we believe about God 

and ourselves. If we give up it shows that our faith is truly small. Instead of seeing trials as a 

negative, the Bible teaches us to see them as an opportunity to grow. 
 

James 1:2  Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3  because you 

know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 4  Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be 

mature and complete, not lacking anything. 5  If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives 

generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you. 
 

SAYING #25: WISDOM ENCOURAGES RESCUE (25:11-12) – Proverbs speaks a lot about 

injustice. Whether by the ruthless rich or wicked rulers, there are many innocents who are being 

“led away to death” and “staggering toward slaughter.” This saying reminds us that following 

God’s wisdom means rescuing those who cannot save themselves. “The Lord will take up their 

case” (22:23; 23:11) and so should we! Some might use the excuse “But we knew nothing about 

this.” But God sees our hearts. He knows what we do and why we do it! He “guards your life” 

and expects us to guard the lives of others. 

 

There are numerous applications of this proverb. In the political arena it is a call to stand for the 

poor and neglected. We must be on the side of God’s justice for all people regardless of race, 

color, gender, or creed. We must stand for the rights of the unborn, the marginalized, and the 

oppressed. In our social interactions it calls us to help the struggling family, the homeless, the 

drug addict, and the criminal deluded by the enticements of sin. We are to constantly seek for 

God’s will to be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

The most important application is in the spiritual realm. Every human being is “being led away 

to death” because of their sin. But we have the gospel message that can rescue them from eternal 

punishment. We cannot claim to follow God’s wisdom and yet turn a blind eye to those around 

us who are lost and going to hell. There is an old hymn by Fanny Crosby that says: “Rescue the 

perishing / Care for the dying / Snatch them in pity from sin and the grave / Weep o’er the erring 

one / Lift up the fallen / Tell them of Jesus the mighty to save.” Who do you know that needs 

rescued today? 
 

“The fruit of righteousness is a tree of life, and he who wins souls is wise” 

      (Proverbs 11:30 NKJV) 

 
 

 

 

READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT:  John 11-12 


