
1 SAMUEL: THE BOY SAMUEL 

Tuesday, February 25 

Reading: 1 Samuel 1-3 
 

1 Samuel 3:19  The LORD was with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of Samuel’s words fall to  

the ground. 20  And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba recognized that Samuel was attested as a prophet  

of the LORD. 21  The LORD continued to appear at Shiloh, and there he revealed himself to Samuel  

through his word. 
 

The time of the Judges is coming to an end. 1 Samuel begins with a distraught woman asking 

God to give her a son and end her disgrace. God’s answer will be a little boy named Samuel who 

will grow up to become one of God’s greatest prophets.  

 

We also meet the high priest Eli. He is typical of leadership during this dark period of Israel’s 

history. He is not very observant as he is at first insensitive to Hannah’s grief. His family is also 

a mess as he is blind to or is simply unwilling to see the spiritual wretchedness of his own sons. 

He refuses to remove them as priests despite their obvious abuse of their positions. It gets so bad 

that God promises to remove not only his sons but Eli’s entire family from the priesthood. 

 

Samuel will become the focus of the first half of this book. As a boy, he is dedicated to the 

Lord’s service in the Tabernacle. In contrast to Eli’s sons, Samuel faithfully ministers to the 

Lord. He “grew in stature and in favor with the LORD and with people” (2:26). Samuel is even 

obedient to deliver the difficult message from God of the punishment of Eli’s family. While 

messages from God were scarce, the Lord continuously reveals Himself to Samuel and the entire 

nation recognizes that he has been called to be God’s prophet.  

 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. Take some time to study Hannah’s prayer of thanksgiving. What does this say about her 

understanding of God? How should her faith encourage us? 

 

2. In dark and wicked times, God always has a ray of hope. Though Israel had departed from 

God and the priesthood had become corrupt and abusive, God placed Samuel as a light to 

bring His people back. Are you a light in your community? Your workplace? Your home? 

 

3. Even though it was hard, Samuel was obedient. First, he was obedient to Eli in the little 

things around the Tabernacle. Seeing he was faithful, God knew he could trust Samuel to be 

obedient in bigger things. Are you obedient in the little things God has for you to do?  When 

God looks at your life, does He see that you are faithful and can be trusted to serve in larger 

ways? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READ THE NT: Luke 5 


