
PROVERBS 22-24: WISDOM FOR LIFE 

Thursday, February 24 

Reading: Proverbs 24:3-9 
 

Proverbs 24:3  By wisdom a house is built, and through understanding it is established 
 

With its return to extolling the praises of wisdom, Proverbs 24:3 begins the last section of the 30 

Sayings of the Wise (Sayings #20-30). These first 4 saying remind us that wisdom is necessary 

for every area of life. 

 

SAYING #20: WISDOM IN THE HOME (24:3-4) – The “house” described here has been 

interpreted as the family home, the individual’s character, or the assembly of believers. The 

application applies to all these areas. But since Solomon has just finished talking to “my son” in 

the previous section, the home may be the primary focus. No home (or church or life) can truly 

succeed without God’s wisdom. These verses tell us wisdom is the foundation on which it is 

built and the means by which it is established or made firm. We have an obligation to furnish our 

families with that which is truly precious and of great value – the wisdom found in God’s Word. 

Is God’s Word the foundation of your home? Does your family spend time seeking God 

together? 

 

SAYING #21: WISDOM ON THE BATTLEFIELD (24:5-6) – A war is not won by brute 

strength only but by wise council and good planning. Before the battle even begins it is 

important to know the situation and have a plan of attack. As Christians, we are in a war! But the 

battle cannot be won in our own strength. We need God’s wisdom to confront and have victory 

over the enemy. Are you experiencing victory in your life? The Apostle Paul instructs us to “put 

on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes” (Ephesians 

6:11) and the final piece he mentions is “the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God” 

(Ephesians 6:17). The book of James gives us a simple battle plan: 
 

James 4:7  Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8  Come  

near to God and He will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts,  

you double-minded. 9 Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to  

gloom. 10  Humble yourselves before the Lord, and He will lift you up. 
 

SAYING #22: WISDOM FOR LEADERS (24:7) – The city “gate” was where the ruling council 

of the city met to make decisions. It was the town hall and courtroom of the day. This is no place 

for fools! A fool is one who rejects and despises God’s wisdom. Thus the ability to make sound 

judgments and lead well is beyond his reach. Those who lead others should be guided by godly 

wisdom. This is true for leaders in government, in the church, and in the home. Do you pray for 

your leaders to be guided by God’s wisdom? 

 

SAYING #23: WISDOM FOR SOCIETY (24:8-9) – Society is full of schemers and scoffers. 

These people hatch their evil plots to get their own way or advance their private agenda. They 

conspire behind the scenes and mock anyone who disagrees with them. They may not think their 

plans are evil but when they oppose the standards of God we must call it what it is - sin. When 

they criticize and attack God’s people for holding to God’s truth they reveal that they are not 

wise but are really fools. The next group of sayings will tell us how to respond in perilous times 

like this.  
 

 

READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT:  John 9-10 


