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Mark 12:41 Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their  
money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. 42  But a poor widow came and put in  
two very small copper coins, worth only a few cents. 43  Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you,  
this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. 44  They all gave out of their wealth; but she,  
out of her poverty, put in everything—all she had to live on.” 

 

It goes by many names - Seed-Faith Theology, Word of Faith, Prosperity Theology, Hundredfold Return 

Tithing, “Name-it-and-Claim it” theology - but they all teach the same thing: “If you will send us money, than 

God will bless you and make your life prosperous.” They promise a life of wealth, health, and financial 

prosperity if you will only send THEM your money! Give THEM more and God will bless you more! This false 

teaching is nothing new! Jesus encountered it when He was on earth as well. 

 

The event in these verses contrasts a poor widow with the rich “worshippers.” In the Temple’s Court of Women 

sat 13 large trumpet-shaped treasure chests for people to give their offerings. You can almost imagine the loud 

clanking as the rich dump their multitude of coins announcing to all their extravagant gift. Then no one notices 

as this poor widow puts in two small coins equaling about half a penny. Yet Jesus attributes her gift as greater 

than all the others because she gave all she had. 

 

This episode of the widow’s mite has both a positive and negative lesson for believers today. Positively, 

believers should have a willing heart to give like this poor widow. Her example reminds us that giving to the 

Lord is not so much a matter of amount as it is of attitude. While God does not expect His people to give their 

“whole livelihood” to the church, He does want them to place everything they have into His hands and under 

His control. This includes giving regularly to the ministry in the local church and sometimes sacrificially for His 

work to be done. It means trusting Him with everything He has entrusted to us! 

 

Negatively, this event reminds believers that they must be careful what they support with their giving. Jesus had 

just mentioned that the self-serving religious leaders “devour widow’s houses” (12:40). Is it possible that this 

widow had been manipulated by the scribes into giving her entire livelihood so they could line their own 

pockets?! Even while pointing out this poor widow’s heart for the Lord, could Jesus be condemning the 

religious system that had manipulated her giving? As Jesus will stress in the next chapter (13:1-2), this Temple 

system would soon be destroyed because of its abuse of power and the faithlessness of its leaders. 

 

Even when giving with the right attitude, there is a danger of giving to a work that does not honor the cause of 

Christ. Many so-called ministries today do not exist for the glory of God but for the advancement and profit of 

the “ministers.” Where does the money you give go? Would God be glorified by what your money is used to 

do? 

 


