
1 SAMUEL: BIRTH OF A KINGDOM 

Monday, February 24 

Reading: 1 Samuel 12 
 

1 Samuel 12:13  Now here is the king you have chosen, the one you asked for; see, the LORD has  

set a king over you. 
 

1 Samuel follows the lives of three men: Samuel the prophet, Saul the king, and David the 

shepherd. It is the history of the start of the kingdom of Israel and the tragedy of its first king. It 

covers about 100 years of history from the birth of Samuel to the death of Saul. Eli and Samuel 

probably lived about the same time as the judge Samson. 

 

AUTHOR: Uncertain. In the Hebrew Bible, Samuel is one book. As a whole, it could not be 

written by Samuel since he dies in 1 Samuel 25. It appears to be written by a group of prophets 

possibly led by Nathan or Gad. 

 

OUTLINE OF 1 SAMUEL: 

 

(1) Birth & Call of Samuel    1 Samuel 1-3  

(2) Samuel & the Philistines   1 Samuel 4-7 

(3) Saul Chosen as King    1 Samuel 8-12 

(4) Saul Rejected as King    1 Samuel 13-15 

(5) David Chosen as King    1 Samuel 16 

(6) David Fights for Saul    1 Samuel 17-18 

(7) David a Fugitive from Saul   1 Samuel 19-26 

(8) David with the Philistines/Saul’s Death 1 Samuel 27-31 

 

The key themes of 1 Samuel are faithfulness and obedience. They are seen exemplified in young 

Samuel and David. The effects of not being faithful and obedient are seen clearly in the life of 

King Saul.  

 

One key to living God’s way is found in God’s prediction about the destruction of Eli’s family 

and the one who would replace them. 
 

1 Samuel 2:35  I will raise up for Myself a faithful priest, who will do according to what is in My heart and 

mind. I will firmly establish his priestly house, and they will minister before My anointed one always. 
 

This was ultimately fulfilled by Zadok who became high priest under King David. Notice the 

words “My heart and mind.” To be faithful we do what God wants, not what we want. This was 

one of Saul’s biggest failings. We must remember we are ministers or servants of God, not the 

ones in charge! Through the victories, failures, and sins of these men, we will learn lessons to 

apply to our daily life with the Lord. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

READ THE NT: Luke 4 


