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FRUITLESS “FAITH” 
Thursday, February 23 

Reading: Mark 11 
 

Mark 11:20  In the morning, as they went along, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots. 21  Peter  
remembered and said to Jesus, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree you cursed has withered!” 22  “Have faith in God,”  
Jesus answered. 23  “Truly I tell you, if anyone says to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and  
does not doubt in their heart but believes that what they say will happen, it will be done for them. 24  Therefore  
I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours. 25  And when 
you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive them, so that your Father in heaven may forgive  
you your sins.”  

 

This story of Jesus cursing the fig tree is a strange one.  It is the Monday morning following Jesus’ riding the 

donkey into Jerusalem on what is now called Palm Sunday.  He is hungry and sees a fig tree at the side of the 

road.  However it has leaves but no fruit.  Even though it is not the season for ripe figs there may still have been 

signs of life such as buds or fruit from the previous December crop.  Finding nothing, Jesus states that no one 

will ever eat fruit from that tree again.  The next morning as they pass the fig tree, the disciples are amazed that 

it has withered from the roots and died. 
 

What is going on here?  The whole incident seems out of character for Jesus.  However, a careful reading of the 

text will reveal that Jesus is using the fig tree to teach two lessons.  First, He is teaching a lesson in 

fruitlessness.  That Jesus’ cleansing of the Temple is recorded between the mention of the fig tree is no 

accident.  The fig tree was often used by the prophets as a symbol for Israel (Jeremiah 8:13; 29:17; Hosea 9:10; 

Joel 1:7; Micha 7:1-6).  Jesus now uses it as a “living parable” to warn of what was coming.  Just as the fig tree 

had shown promise but offered nothing, so Israel worshipped in a beautiful Temple but their actual worship had 

become empty and fruitless.  Just as the fig tree had withered at Jesus’ command, judgment would fall on the 

Temple and the nation. 
 

The second lesson Jesus wanted to teach is about faith.  In contrast to faithless Israel, the disciples were to 

“have faith in God.”  This faith was strengthened by prayer.  They would need a bold, praying faith as they 

faced the mountains of persecution for the sake of the gospel.  But Jesus promised that God would do the 

impossible if they would only trust Him.  Another “mountain” that must be removed to experience a bold prayer 

life is unforgiveness.  After giving the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus warned that if we are unwilling to forgive than God 

cannot forgive us (Matt. 6:9-15).   
 

Some distort this passage to teach that God is obligated to give us what we want if we pray with enough faith.  

But this passage is not a blank check for believers to get whatever they want from God.  One who has true faith 

in God will pray according to His will (1 John 5:14-15).  The stronger one’s faith, the more in tune they are with 

God’s plan and purpose for their lives.   
 

Answered prayer also rests on abiding in Christ and His Word, obeying His commands, and striving to bear 

fruit in our lives (John 15:7-14).  The religious leaders of Jesus’s day were known for their long pious prayers 

(see Matt. 6:5; 23:14; Luke 18:9-14).  However, it was all for show.  Their only desire was what they could get 

out of it!  Prayer is seeking God’s will on earth as it is in heaven.  May we not be found fruitless in our faith! 
 


