
EXODUS: A DISCOURAGED DELIVERER 

Saturday, February 23 

Reading: Exodus 5:13-23 
 

Exodus 5:22  Moses returned to the LORD and said, “Why, Lord, why have you brought trouble on  

this people? Is this why you sent me? 23  Ever since I went to Pharaoh to speak in your name, he  

has brought trouble on this people, and you have not rescued your people at all.” 
 

The situation for the Israelite slaves has gone from bad to worse. Instead of the excitement and 

worship they experienced upon Moses’ arrival, they now turn on him with anger and blame. This 

will be a frequent attitude throughout Moses’ 40 years with these people. 

 

Instead of trying to answer the people’s complaint, Moses takes the issue to the Lord. This turn 

of events should have been no surprise to Moses. He had been warned twice that Pharaoh would 

not easily let the people go (3:19-20; 4:21-23). That Pharaoh would make things difficult for the 

Israelites should have been expected. But with pressure coming from all sides, Moses returns to 

his previous state of doubt. 

 

He doubts God’s care for the people as they have received nothing but trouble. He doubts God’s 

calling on his life and his own ability. And he doubts the mission he was called to perform. There 

is no sign of rescue, only trouble. We shall see God’s answer tomorrow.  

 

LESSON ONE: “Why?” Both Moses and the Israelites asked this question. Why had things 

gotten worse! Why was there no sign of deliverance! Why did Moses just cause them more 

trouble! ‘Why’ is often a faithless question. The people had blamed Moses and now Moses is 

blaming God. Have you ever felt this way? “I did what you told me and now things are worse!” 

Our ‘whys’ need to be replaced with obedience and trust. If God had freed the Israelites without 

a struggle would they have appreciated their freedom? Would they have remembered the great 

power of God to save them? Would they have thanked God at all? God’s will is seldom easy but 

the struggle teaches us to trust and to praise our Great Deliverer. Have you ever questioned why 

things are going wrong in your life? In those times, what do you need to focus on to keep a 

proper perspective on God’s power and plan for you?    

 

LESSON TWO: “Moses Returned to the Lord.” Even though discouraged and confused, Moses 

knew where to go. He could have tried to argue or ‘snap back’ at the Israelites who were 

attacking him. He could have simply given up. But Moses instead goes to the Lord in prayer. He 

pours out all his doubts and anxiety to the only One who has the answers. When we feel like 

Moses, is our first response to take it to the Lord in prayer? Or do we try to manage things on our 

own? How important is prayer to your everyday life? 

 


