
GOSPEL OF AMAZEMENT 

Monday, February 22 

Reading: Luke 1:1-4 
 

Luke 1:3  I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, I too decided to write an 

orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4  so that you may know the certainty of the things  

you have been taught. 
 

Luke is the longest book of the four gospels (and the whole New Testament). It was written by a 

Gentile physician who travelled with the Apostle Paul. Matthew and John had been disciples of 

Jesus during His earthly ministry. Early church history tells us Mark wrote his gospel from the 

sermons of Peter. Luke however had not seen Jesus during His earthly ministry. He gets his 

information from eyewitnesses as he was led by the Holy Spirit. It is possible that he interviewed 

these eyewitnesses during Paul’s two-year imprisonment in Caesarea. This would have given 

Luke time to travel around Israel and gather these accounts before sailing to Rome with the 

apostle (Acts 24-27). 

 

Both his gospel and his history of the early church (Acts) are addressed to a ‘Theophilus.’ This 

name means “lover of God.” The title ‘most excellent’ was used of Roman officials. It appears 

Luke was writing to this Roman noble who wanted to know more about the life and teachings of 

Jesus. But in the broader sense, Luke’s gospel was written for everyone who desires to know 

Jesus better. 

 

There are several themes that draw Luke’s attention as he writes about Jesus’ life.  

 

1) AMAZEMENT – This is one of Luke’s favorite words. He consistently reports how 

individuals and crowds are amazed at Jesus’ words and actions. 

 

2) RADICAL REVERSAL – Luke presents how the kingdom of God is often the opposite of 

what people expect. One way he shows this is by how those who should understand and 

accept Christ do not. And those who should not ‘get it’ DO! One example of this is the 

constant rejection of Jesus by the religious leaders and His acceptance by the tax collectors 

and sinners. 

 

3) CONCERN FOR THE MARGINALIZED – For those that Jewish society viewed as the 

lowest class (the poor, women, tax collectors, Gentiles), Luke presents a Savior who goes out 

of His way to love and care for them. We see the compassionate heart of Jesus strongest in 

Luke’s gospel. 

 

4) PRAYER – Jesus’ prayer life is a focus of Luke’s gospel. It is the only gospel that mentions 

Jesus was praying at His baptism (3:21), praying all night before choosing the Twelve (6:12), 

praying before His transfiguration (9:29), and that He prayed for Peter before his denials 

(22:32). Luke also records several parables on prayer not in the other gospels (chapter 18).  

 

As you read this gospel be amazed at the compassion of Jesus. Look for ways you can 

understand His message and reach out to those in need of physical and spiritual help. And make 

prayer a priority in your life, just as Jesus did. 
 
 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Deuteronomy 9-12; Mark 13 


