
JUDGES: TOYING WITH GOD’S GRACE 

Saturday, February 22 

Reading: Judges 15-16 
 

Judges 16:18  When Delilah saw that he had told her everything, she sent word to the rulers of the 
Philistines…19  Having put him to sleep on her lap, she called a man to shave off the  
seven braids of his hair, and so began to subdue him. And his strength left him. 20  Then she called, 
"Samson, the Philistines are upon you!" He awoke from his sleep and thought, "I'll go out as before and  
shake myself free." But he did not know that the LORD had left him. 

 

Samson did not have a proper view of the enemy. And he took God’s calling and gifts very 

lightly. He was dedicated as a Nazirite from his mother’s womb. This calling came with certain 

restrictions. He was not allowed to partake of any kind of product from grapevines, he was not 

allowed to touch a dead body, and he was never to cut his hair (cf. Numbers 6). Samson would 

break all three vows. 

 

In chapter 14, we find Samson in the vineyards of Timnah where he kills a lion. What is he doing 

in a vineyard? Later, he would return to this spot and take honey out of the dead body of the lion 

he killed thus breaking his second vow. 

 

In chapter 16, Samson toys with the last of his vows. He again chooses the wrong woman by 

letting his lust run away with him. Delilah keeps pressing him for the secret of his strength and 

he keeps telling her lies. He must have realized what she was up to but continued to play his little 

game. With each lie, he gets closer to the truth. Finally he tells her about his vow to never cut his 

hair. 

 

Judges 16:20 is one of the saddest verses in Scripture: “But he did not know that the Lord had 

left him.” Samson had played around with sin for so long, he figured that breaking his vow to 

God didn’t matter. He had taken God’s blessings for granted and now ended up as a blinded 

slave, mocked by those with whom he had been friendly. Samson had been spiritually blind all 

along. Only after he was physically blinded could he finally see that his strength was not actually 

in his hair, but in his relationship to God. Only at the end did he realize that the gifts of God 

cannot replace a relationship with God. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Samson’s emotions ruled his life. Notice several of his excuses for his actions. “This time I 

have the right to get even with the Philistines” (15:3). “I merely did to them what they did to 

me” (15:11). I often wonder how Samson’s life would have been different if he followed the 

ways of the Lord instead of following his own emotions and desires. How much more could 

God use us if we weren’t focused on ourselves and our wants? Have your emotions and 

desires gotten in the way of God’s plan for your life? What steps might you need to take to 

make God the center of your life? 

 

2. Like Samson, we sometimes are blind spiritually. We revel in the blessings of God but ignore 

a personal relationship with Him. We may foolishly think that these blessings are something 

we deserve and can use as we see fit instead of seeing them as gifts from God that should be 

used in His service. God may have to use “the school of hard knocks” to teach us the truth. 

As Jesus said, “Without Me you can do nothing” (John 15:5). We need to stop toying with 

God’s grace and instead build a stronger, intimate relationship with the Giver of all good 

gifts (James 1:17). 
  

READ THE NT: Luke 3 


