
EXODUS: A POMPOUS PHARAOH 

Friday, February 22 

Reading: Exodus 5:1-12 
 

Exodus 5:1  Afterward Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said, “This is what the LORD, the God of  

Israel, says: ‘Let my people go, so that they may hold a festival to me in the wilderness.’ ” 2  Pharaoh  

said, “Who is the LORD, that I should obey him and let Israel go? I do not know the LORD and I will not  

let Israel go.” 
 

In Moses and Aaron’s first meeting with Pharaoh, they make a modest request of travelling three 

days out of Egypt to worship the Lord. They stressed the seriousness of this request by saying 

that God might punish the Israelites if they did not worship Him in this way. Starting with a 

lesser request was a custom in the Middle East. It was also what God had commanded them to 

say (3:18). If Pharaoh had agreed to this, they would have subsequently made greater demands. 

 

But Pharaoh rejects both their request and their God! Pharaoh believed in many gods but he did 

not recognize Israel’s God. The Lord was not someone who could tell him what to do. Instead of 

giving the slaves the requested weeks “vacation” (3 days travel, day of worship, 3 days back) he 

increased their work by stopping the flow of straw needed to make their bricks. He called their 

request the act of lazy workers and required the same quota of bricks despite the extra work. 

 

LESSON ONE: “Who is the Lord?” God began by making a simple request to allow the 

Israelites to take a trip for the purpose of worship. In doing this, He was giving Pharaoh a chance 

to obey in a small way before the final request for full emancipation was made. But Pharaoh was 

not willing to bend even a little. Throughout the plagues to come, God is patient and gives 

Pharaoh many chances to repent and conform to God’s will, but he will not! People today are 

much the same. God reaches out to them in many ways but they refuse to bend to His will. They 

harden their hearts and say, “Who is the Lord, that I should obey Him?” Do you know people 

who reject God like Pharaoh did? Can these people see God at work in your life and testimony? 

 

LESSON TWO: “Make the Work Harder.” Instead of bringing them deliverance, Moses’ 

encounter with Pharaoh brought more hardship on the Israelite slaves. But this is exactly how 

God said Pharaoh would react. God never promised that serving Him was going to be “a bed of 

roses.” Often there are difficulties and hardships before we see success. Sometimes we may not 

even see the final outcome during our lifetime. But we can have faith through the trials that God 

is working out His plan and it will not fail. When have you seen hardships because of your faith 

in Jesus? How did you see God work through those trials to bring Him glory?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Deuteronomy 5-8; Mark 12 


