
PROVERBS 22-24: HEART PATH 

Monday, February 21 

Reading: Proverbs 23:15-21 
 

Proverbs 23:15  My son, if your heart is wise, then my heart will be glad indeed; 16  my inmost being  

will rejoice when your lips speak what is right. 17 Do not let your heart envy sinners, but always be  

zealous for the fear of the LORD.  
 

As Solomon continues to offer wisdom from parent to child, he moves from the responsibility of 

the parents to discipline (23:11-12) to the responsibility of the child to put their wise counsel into 

practice. Notice the emphasis on the “heart” in these verses. 

 

SAYING #13: FROM HEART TO ACTION (23:15-16) – What makes a parent or teacher 

proud? Seeing their lessons put into practice. The Apostle John wrote about those he had 

ministered to, “I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth”  

(3 John 4; see also 2 John 4). These verses remind us of the words of Jesus: “For the mouth 

speaks what the heart is full of” (Luke 6:45). When our “heart is wise” it will come out in our 

actions (“lips speak what is right”). Is God’s wisdom in your heart? Do you display it by the way 

you live? 

 

SAYING #14: DON’T ENVY THE SINNER (23:17-18) – One question that often comes up 

among believers is “Why do the wicked seem to prosper and get away with it?” The answer is to 

“be zealous for the fear of the Lord.” Do not envy the wicked. They will receive their just 

punishment if not now then in eternity. Those who live by God’s wisdom have a secure hope 

both for now and the future. Solomon’s father David asked this same question and gave the same 

answer:  
 

“Trust in the Lord…Take delight in the Lord…Commit your way to the Lord…Be still before the Lord and wait 

patiently for Him; do not fret when people succeed in their ways, when they carry out their wicked schemes… 

For those who are evil will be destroyed, but those who hope in the Lord will inherit the land.” (Psalm 37:1-9) 

 

SAYING #15: DON’T FOLLOW THE WRONG PATH (23:19-21) – Solomon reminds us that 

following God’s wisdom does not mean merely knowing the facts but it is a way of life. To “set 

your heart on the right path” literally means ‘to go straight on the path.’ Our lifestyle should 

reflect God’s wisdom. Solomon continues with lifestyles to avoid – lifestyles that are 

undisciplined. The people in these verses do not control their appetites. Whether it be drink or 

food, they consume it to excess! A failure to control their appetites leads to a failure in life. They 

end up poor and lazy. It is interesting for our society today to notice that Solomon states that 

gluttony is just as bad as drunkenness. The point is that followers of God are wise when they are 

disciplined and avoid letting anything other than the Lord consume their lives. 

 

How do you relate to people outside the church? Would you say you are walking “a straight 

path” or is it a little crooked? Pray for God to show you areas in your life where you need to give 

Him control. Read all of Psalm 37 and make notes of the lifestyle and attitudes of the righteous 

and the blessings God pours into their lives. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT:  John 3-4 


