
EXODUS: AN ABSENCE OF OBEDIENCE 

Thursday, February 21 

Reading: Exodus 4:18-31 
 

Exodus 4:24  At a lodging place on the way, the LORD met Moses and was about to kill him. 25  But 
Zipporah took a flint knife, cut off her son’s foreskin and touched Moses’ feet with it. “Surely you are a 
bridegroom of blood to me,” she said. 26  So the LORD let him alone. (At that time she said “bridegroom  
of blood,” referring to circumcision.) 

 

Moses’ journey to Egypt starts out well. After a humble goodbye to his father-in-law, Moses 

packs up the family and heads out. Notice the statement, “And he took to staff of God in his 

hand.” Moses was ready to obey God and confront Pharaoh using all the words and signs God 

had given him.  

 

On the way God gives Moses more details of the coming mission. He repeats that Pharaoh would 

reject the message but adds that the Lord Himself would harden Pharaoh’s heart. The final 

plague is now revealed for the first time – the death of the firstborn. And it is revealed before 

Moses ever gets to Egypt. 

 

The concluding verses seem strange at first. Why would God seek to kill Moses before he got to 

Egypt? How did Moses’ wife circumcising their son solve the problem? Circumcision was the 

sign of the covenant God gave to Abraham. Every male Israelite was circumcised on the 8
th

 day 

and this was the sign that they belonged to God’s covenant people. Moses had failed to do this, 

so his wife does it instead. How could Moses be the leader and spokesman for God when he 

himself was not being obedient to God’s commands? How could he be the example for the 

people if he was not following this basic of God’s call for His people?  

 

With this final step of obedience taken care of, Moses is now ready to confront Pharaoh. With 

Aaron by his side, he gathers the elders of Israel and gives them God’s message. Just as God had 

promised, they believe and worship God because of His care and the deliverance He was about 

to perform.   

 

LESSON ONE: “I Will Harden His Heart.” This statement is difficult to understand. In the 

Bible, we read 10 times that God hardened Pharaoh’s heart. We also read 10 times that Pharaoh 

hardened his own heart. Here we see the sovereignty of God and the responsibility of people. 

Pharaoh hardened his heart against God and is thus responsible for his own choices. But God is 

in complete control and He further hardened Pharaoh’s heart to accomplish his purposes (see 

Exodus 9:16; Romans 17:14-21). While we can never fully understand what it means that God is 

sovereign, we can hold on to this truth by faith. It will help us know that no matter what happens 

nothing is out of God’s control or can defeat His purposes. How does the fact of God’s 

sovereignty help you in your daily life?  

 

LESSON TWO: “Getting Obedience in Order.” Moses could not be an effective leader until he 

got his own obedience in order. The act of not circumcising his son stood between Moses and 

God, threatening his relationship with the Lord and with the people. If we are to be effective 

servants of God we must keep our relationship with Him strong? Do you take time to have 

regular “check-ups” on your spiritual life to be sure it is vital and useable by God? What acts of 

disobedience (no matter how small) might be standing in the way of your relationship with God?  

 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Deuteronomy 1-4; Mark 11 


