
EXODUS: A SIMPLE STAFF 

Wednesday, February 20 

Reading: Exodus 4:1-17 
 

Exodus 4:2  Then the LORD said to him, “What is that in your hand?” “A staff,” he replied. 3  The LORD  

said, “Throw it on the ground.” Moses threw it on the ground and it became a snake, and he ran from it.  

4  Then the LORD said to him, “Reach out your hand and take it by the tail.” So Moses reached out and  

took hold of the snake and it turned back into a staff in his hand. 
 

Moses continues to make excuses. 

 

EXCUSE #3: “Nobody will listen to me!” (4:1-9). They rejected him 40 years earlier so why 

would they accept him now! This excuse is made worse by the fact that God had just promised 

that the elders would listen to him (3:18)! God answers by giving Moses three signs to back up 

his message: his rod turning into a snake, his hand becoming leprous and then healed, and 

turning water into blood. These signs were visible proof to the Israelites (and Moses) of God’s 

power. When we feel we are standing alone, we can trust in God’s power with us. 

 

EXCUSE #4: “I don’t have the gifts to do it!” (4:10-12). Moses complained that he was not an 

eloquent speaker and so was not equipped for the task. God informs Moses that He has a purpose 

in both our strengths and our weaknesses. He uses both for His glory. The Apostle Paul tells us 

that God chooses those who cannot do it themselves to bring Him glory (see 1 Cor. 1:26-29). 

The mission does not depend on our abilities, knowledge, or plan. Missionary Hudson Taylor 

once said, “God’s work done in God’s way will never lack God’s supply.” We can trust in God’s 

provision. 

 

EXCUSE #5: “Somebody else can do it better!” Moses finally exhausted God’s patience when 

he asked that someone else go instead. God met Moses where he was and gave him a helper – his 

brother Aaron. Having Aaron at his side would strengthen Moses, but later on it would cause a 

lot of grief. How much better would we all be if we trusted God’s plan for life!  

 

LESSON ONE: “What is That in Your Hand?” God took an ordinary shepherd’s staff and turned 

it into a rod to perform His miracles. This theme runs throughout God’s call to Moses. All his 

excuses boil down to a belief that he was too ordinary – a nobody – and therefore cannot 

accomplish anything for God. But God used an ordinary bush and an ordinary staff for his 

purpose. And He would use an ordinary Moses as well. Do you feel ordinary - unqualified or 

unready to serve God? What can God’s words to Moses in Exodus 3-4 do to strengthen you? 

What simple thing is in your hand that God can use to accomplish great things for Him? 

 

LESSON TWO: “Final Word on Excuses.” God became angry with Moses’ continual lack of 

faith and trust in God’s presence and power. I wonder if God ever gets annoyed with our 

excuses. Does He get tired of our saying we can’t do it or we’re not good enough? We all have 

been called to be part of God’s master design. What has God called you to do? Are you ready to 

step out in faith and do it? 
 

 

 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Numbers 33-36; Mark 10 


