
NUMBERS: A TALKING DONKEY & A DUMB PROPHET 

Saturday, February 1 

Reading: Numbers 22-25 
 

Numbers 23:11  Balak said to Balaam, “What have you done to me? I brought you to curse my enemies, 

but you have done nothing but bless them!” 12  He answered, “Must I not speak what the LORD puts in  

my mouth?” 
 

I like to call Balaam “a prophet for profit.” He knew much about the God of Israel but was not 

what you would call a follower. When asked to come and curse the nation of Israel, Balaam asks 

permission from the Lord knowing that He was Israel’s God. God gives him a firm “NO!” 

Balaam could not curse those God has blessed (22:1-12). 

 

When the king’s messengers return with the promise of even more wealth and glory, Balaam 

again requests to go with them. God finally tells this greedy prophet he can go but he is only to 

speak what God tells him to speak. Balaam wastes no time in heading for Moab. The Lord is 

angry with him because it is obvious that he will do or say anything to get the reward from the 

king of Moab (22:13-22). 

 

God uses Balaam’s donkey to get the prophets attention. Three times the donkey saves his master 

from the invisible angel of the Lord who stands with sword drawn ready to kill him. Balaam is so 

angry at his donkey’s seeming disobedience that he beats the animal mercilessly. Then God 

allows the donkey to talk and ask why Balaam is beating him. And Balaam is so upset that he 

actually has a little argument with his donkey! Finally, God opens Balaam’s eyes and he sees the 

angel prepared to kill him. Balaam seems to repent and the angel reminds him to only speak what 

God tells him (22:22-35) 

 

When he arrives, King Balak is ready with sacrifices so Balaam can curse Israel. But God 

overrules the king’s desires and Balaam’s intentions. The prophet speaks seven messages – all 

blessing Israel (22:36 – 24:25). The king of Moab is furious that Balaam has not cursed Israel, 

but Balaam suggests another plan. Balaam was so intent on getting Balak’s reward that he taught 

the king how to make God Himself ‘curse’ Israel by getting them involved with the Moabite 

women and their wicked idol worship. It worked and 24,000 Israelites died because of this sin 

(25:1-18). Balaam would later be killed by the Israelites for his part in this wicked scheme (31:7-

8, 16). 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. It is sad that a man who had such a powerful experience with God (READ Numbers 24:15-

16) could commit such heinous sins. His story is a warning that saying the right things and 

even having an experience with God are not enough. We must have a real, personal 

relationship with God. We must KNOW Him, not just know ABOUT Him.  

 

2. The New Testament mentions Balaam three times: The “Way of Balaam” (2 Peter 2:15-16) 

is using God’s gifts for personal profit. We are to go after people’s hearts, not their wallets. 

The “Error of Balaam” (Jude 1:11) is to believe the ends justify the means. We are 

motivated by our own selfish hearts instead of honoring God and think we can get away 

with it. The “Doctrine of Balaam” (Revelation 2:14) is teaching others and enticing them 

into sin. It is believing we can be the people of God and still live like the rest of the world. 

God tells us to “come out from among them and be separate” (2 Cor. 6:17). The only one in 

this story we should emulate is the donkey! He obeyed God and tried to save the life of 

Balaam, who did not deserve it! Are your motives and actions right with God? 
 

READ THE NT: Mark 2 


