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HARD-HEARTED HYPOCRITES 

Wednesday, February 1 

Reading: Matthew 23 
 

Matthew 23:27  “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like 
whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of the bones of  
the dead and everything unclean. 28  In the same way, on the outside you appear to people as  
righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness. 

 

We’ve probably all heard it before.  “I don’t need your Jesus because the church is full of 

hypocrites.”  Sadly, in many cases this may be true.  But it is not really Jesus these people are 

rejecting; it’s the actions of those who claim to follow Him.  They might find it interesting to 

discover that no one opposed hypocrisy more than Jesus Himself.  He gave His harshest words to 

the religious leaders who looked good on the outside but were full of wickedness on the inside. 

 

Jesus called these religious frauds “hypocrites” 7 times in Matthew 23!  The roots of this word 

go back to the ancient Greek theater.  The actors on stage would wear masks to play the various 

roles.  They were “play-acting” or masking who they really were.  Over time, the word became a 

negative term for anyone who puts on a “false face” - one who does not practice what they 

preach. 

 

The scribes and Pharisees were the “pastors” of Jewish society.  They were the ones who taught 

the people in the synagogue and were to point them to God.  However, a majority of them 

pointed people to themselves instead of God.  Jesus told the crowd to do what the religious 

leaders instructed them when it came from God’s Word but not to follow their practices because 

they were not living for God.  All their additions and rules were heavy burdens meant to control 

people, not help them know God.  They were selfish, uncaring men who wanted the praise and 

adoration of people instead of being servants of God (23:1-12). 

 

They were leading people from the truth by rejecting Christ (23:13-15), perverting the truth by 

applying their own standards (23:16-22), and ignoring the truth by focusing on the minutest 

command but ignoring justice, mercy, and faith (23:23-24).  All their issues boiled down to one 

thing - they looked clean on the outside but they had never let God clean their hearts!  They 

believed that “holiness” was all about what others thought of you when the real issue is what 

does God think of you. 

 

What was Jesus’ desire for these hard-hearted hypocrites?  He longed to gather, teach, and 

protect them.  He desired to be their Savior.  But they would not come.  

 

The lessons of this chapter are many.  First, it is a call to examine our own lives and be sure we 

have a real relationship with God.  One where He is at work changing our heart and not just our 

external appearances.  Second, it is a reminder to follow our Savior and call to the religious 

“hypocrites” of our day - those who believe they are good enough, those who want everyone to 

see how “good” they are, those who think they don’t need Jesus.  May we desire to tenderly call 

them to salvation so they too can proclaim, “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.” 

 
 


