
DAVID THE KING: SIN & CONSEQUENCES 

Monday, February 1 

Reading: 2 Samuel 13 
 

2 Samuel 13:28  Absalom ordered his men, "Listen! When Amnon is in high spirits from drinking wine 

and I say to you, 'Strike Amnon down,' then kill him. Don't be afraid. Have not I given you this order?  

Be strong and brave." 29  So Absalom's men did to Amnon what Absalom had ordered.  
 

While God does forgive sin, He does not always remove the consequences our sin has on our life 

and relationships. While confirming His forgiveness, God also told David that “the sword will 

never depart from your house…Out of your own household I am going to bring calamity” 

(15:10-13). The consequences of David’s sin begin to be seen in his family.  

 

It begins as his oldest son Amnon lusts after his half-sister Tamar. This is not true love since 

Amnon’s motives are all selfish and wicked. He is frustrated because he can’t “do anything to 

her.” Sadly it is David’s own nephew Jonadab who devises a plan to satisfy Amnon’s desire. 

Pretending to be sick, he asks that Tamar come cook some food for him. When they are alone 

Amnon overpowers his prey. He ignores her pleas to stop and rapes her. After he has satisfied his 

lust he throws her out. He has gotten what he wanted and has not further use for Tamar. 

 

David is angry at his son’s actions but does nothing about it. Tamer’s brother Absalom takes his 

disgraced sister in and lets his hatred of Amnon fester for two years before he finally takes 

action. He invites all his brothers to a sheep-shearing festival and makes sure Amnon will be in 

attendance. He orders his men to kill Amnon once he has drunk too much and could no longer 

defend himself. After the deed is done, Absalom flees to his grandfather, King Talmai of Geshur 

(in Syria). 

 

How did Amnon think he could get away with treating Tamar this way? The answer is simple - 

he had watched his father do it! David had set a bad example for his children in his sin with 

Bathsheba and the murder of Uriah. How do our sins set a bad example for our families and 

others who are watching how we live?   

 

Why did David do nothing about Amnon’s crime (or Absalom’s for that matter)? Could it be that 

David still felt guilt over his own sin and so overlooked the same type of sin in his children? 

When we cling to the guilt of forgiven sin, how does it affect the way we view sin in others? Do 

we neglect to help a loved one who is straying from God because we feel guilty ourselves? 

 

When we ignore sin, we end up experiencing greater pain than if we deal with it immediately. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Leviticus 13-16; Matthew 26 


