
EXODUS: A SHRINKING SHEPHERD 

Tuesday, February 19 

Reading: Exodus 3:13-22 
 

Exodus 3:13  Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your  

fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?”  

14  God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has  

sent me to you.’ ” 
 

Moses is stunned by God’s command. Why would the Lord choose a failure like him to deliver 

the Israelites from Egypt? He had tried that 40 years earlier! Exodus 3 gives us two of Moses’ 

five excuses for not obeying God’s command. 

 

EXCUSE #1: “I’m a nobody! (3:11-12). Moses had learned humility so well that he developed 

an inferiority complex. He was afraid to step out in faith and follow God’s leading. God’s answer 

to this excuse was “I will be with you.” When we don’t feel adequate for the job to which God 

has called us, we must trust in His presence with us.  

 

EXCUSE #2: “I don’t have all the answers!” (3:13-22). Moses was afraid that he would not be 

able to answer the people when they asked him to define God for them. How could they follow 

him if he didn’t have all the answers! God answers this excuse by revealing His covenant name – 

Yahweh – “I AM WHO I AM.” The Lord then describes exactly what will happen from the 

rejection of Pharaoh to the plagues and the plundering of Egypt. Moses may not have all the 

answers, but God does! No person has all the answers, but we serve the God who does. These 

verses are full of the “I will” promises of God. We can trust in God’s promises. 

 

LESSON ONE: “I AM.” This Hebrew word means “to exist.” As a name for God it reminds us 

that God is eternal, that He does not change, that He is always there. Today’s world refuses to 

believe this. Everything changes! Everything evolves! Therefore the God of the Bible cannot be 

the same today if He exists at all! Of course they use this excuse because they do not want to 

follow God’s laws. They don’t want anyone to tell them what to do – what is right and wrong. 

But for those of us who believe, God’s eternal, unchanging nature is a blessing. It means we have 

a solid foundation on which to trust and build our lives. Are you basing your life on the 

unchanging character of God or on the world’s ever shifting ‘wisdom’ and ways? 

 

LESSON TWO: “Excuses.” Just like Moses, Christians today use excuses for not doing God’s 

will in their lives. Whether it be from fear of failure or a struggle with not knowing what to say, 

we try to defer God’s commands like they don’t apply to us. But we have all been sent by God to 

bring the message of deliverance from slavery to sin through the salvation provided by Christ on 

the cross. God does not accept our excuses any more than He did Moses’ excuses. What excuses 

might you be making for not doing what God wants you to do? How can you defeat your fears 

and follow God’s leading? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Numbers 29-32; Mark 9 


