
DAVID THE KING: A MAN AFTER GOD’S HEART 

Friday, February 19 

Reading: 1 Chronicles 29:21-30 
 

1 Chronicles 29:26 David son of Jesse was king over all Israel. 27  He ruled over Israel forty years—seven 

in Hebron and thirty-three in Jerusalem. 28  He died at a good old age, having enjoyed long life, wealth and 

honor. His son Solomon succeeded him as king. 
 

As we close out our look at the life of King David, we pause to think of the many blessings God 

poured on this man. God’s eternal covenant with David would be fulfilled in the coming of Jesus 

Christ, the Son of David. It would bring salvation and God’s kingdom to earth.  

 

We also remember David’s failures. His sin with Bathsheba was part of a pattern of “woman” 

problems in David’s heart. Like the kings around him, he married many wives which caused 

endless household problems. This also left a bad example for Solomon who would go to 

extremes with wives and concubines. This would eventually spell the downfall of the United 

Kingdom of Israel. What kind of example are you setting for your family? 

 

David also did not deal with problems in his family. From Ammon to Absalom to Adonijah, 

David seems to ignore the issues and sins of his children. This would lead to much heartache for 

David and the kingdom. His failure to deal with the sins of Joab and others who had wronged 

him came back to “bite” him and ultimately he left these problems for Solomon to solve. All this 

does not take into account David’s pride in numbering the people, his lack of faith when hiding 

from Saul in Philistia, or his murder of Uriah the Hittite. 

 

Knowing all this, how can we call David “a man after God’s own heart?” Let me suggest four 

constants of David’s life.  

 

A REPENTANT HEART: David failed many times but he always returned back to God. His 

marvelous prayer in Psalm 51 is an example of the attitude of this man’s heart. When we sin, 

what does it take for God to bring us back to repentance? 

 

WILLINGNESS TO STEP OUT IN FAITH: From his early encounter with Goliath we see 

David’s heart trusting in God. The Psalms reveal a man who though in despair or danger always 

turned to the Lord and gave Him praise. Do we trust in God in every situation? Is He our first 

recourse or last resort? 

 

DEVOTION TO SCRIPTURE: The psalms reveal David’s love and obedience to God’s Word. 

When he does not look to God’s Word (like in bringing the Ark to Jerusalem) it ends in disaster. 

But when he meditates on God’s Word he finds it “perfect, refreshing the soul…trustworthy, 

making wise the simple… right, giving joy to the heart…and radiant, giving light to the eyes” 

(Psalm 19:7-8). How much time do you spend in God’s Word? 

 

DEDICATION TO PRAYER: David’s psalms are like a diary of David’s communication with 

God. He prays in times of trouble and triumph, in joy and in pain. Do you have a consistent 

prayer life? Perhaps writing down your prayers like David did will help you strengthen your 

connection to the Almighty? 
 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Deuteronomy 5-8; Mark 12 


