
DAVID THE KING: CUTTING OFF LOOSE ENDS 

Thursday, February 18 

Reading: 1 Kings 2 
 

1 Kings 2:46  The kingdom was now established in Solomon’s hands. 
 

As David lay dying, he again exhorts Solomon to be strong and follow the Lord. He stresses the 

importance of obedience to the Word of God (2:1-4). From theses opening verses we see David’s 

view of what makes a good leader (and a good life). It is in obeying God and faithfully walking 

before Him with all your heart and soul. Is this the desire of your heart? Are you striving to live 

for the Lord every day?  

 

David next instructs his son to “clean up” the loose ends he had failed to deal with. Several 

trouble makers had vexed David during his reign but he had done nothing about them. These 

men would undoubtedly cause Solomon trouble as well and his kingdom would not be secure 

with them around. 

 

First on the list is Joab, David’s nephew and general (2:5-6). He had repeatedly disobeyed his 

king and killed several men virtually derailing David’s attempts to bring peace to Israel (i.e. 

Abner, Absalom, Amasa).  

 

Second on David’s list was Shimei, the Benjamite who had cursed him when he was fleeing 

from Absalom (2:8-9). Solomon gave Shimei a chance to prove his loyalty. He was to stay in 

Jerusalem (kind of like house arrest) where Solomon could keep an eye on him. But three years 

later, Shimei leaves the city to chase down some slaves. If he would have consulted with 

Solomon first I’m sure they could have come to an agreement. But Shimei did it his way, 

breaking his promise, and costing him his life (2:36-46). 

 

The three who had conspired to steal the kingdom are dealt with next. Solomon gave Adonijah a 

second chance but his request to marry Abishag was another ploy to lay claim to the throne. 

Though she had no sexual relations with David (1:1-4), she was considered his concubine. Thus 

to marry her would have given Adonijah a claim to the throne in the eyes of the people. Solomon 

sees through his brother’s request and has him executed for treason (2:13-25). Have you ever 

been given a second chance? Have you wasted the opportunity? In Christ, we have all been given 

a second chance. May we not waste it!  

 

The priest Abiathar had supported Adonijah’s plot to seize the throne. He escapes death because 

of his past service to God and David, but he is stripped of his status as priest fulfilling God’s 

judgment on Eli’s family (2:26-27; see 1 Sam. 2:27-36).  

 

The final conspirator to be dealt with was Joab. Hearing of Adonijah’s death and Abiathar’s 

removal Joab knew he would be next. He tries to gain “asylum” at the Tabernacle but Solomon 

has him executed at the altar for all the bloodshed and guilt he had brought on Israel and David’s 

family (2:28-35; see Exodus 21:14). Joab was obviously neither seeking God nor repentance. He 

was trying to use God’s house to escape his just punishment. People may think they can escape 

judgment but God will always have the last word. Sin will be dealt with either through 

forgiveness brought about by repentance and faith or condemnation because of unbelief and 

rejection of God’s love. 
 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Deuteronomy 1-4; Mark 11 


