
PROVERBS 22-24: DON’T MOVE THE BOUNDARY 

Thursday, February 17 

Reading: Proverbs 23:9-11 
 

Proverbs 23:10  Do not move an ancient boundary stone or encroach on the fields of the fatherless,  

11  for their Defender is strong; he will take up their case against you. 
 

SAYING #9: THE FOOL (23:9) – There is an old Jewish adage that says, “Never tell a fool that 

he is a fool. All you’ll have is an angry fool.” 
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The fool in Proverbs is one who will not listen to 

or live by God’s wisdom. They are set in their ways and always have to do things their way. The 

word “scorn” means to disrespect and hold in contempt. Just as it is a waste to spend time with a 

stingy host (23:8), so we waste our words trying to convince a fool who rejects words of 

wisdom. Some people just like to hear the sound of their own voice and no amount of debate is 

going to change their minds. As with the hot-tempered person (22:24-25), it is wise to not 

associate with fools lest you end up like them. 

 

SAYING #10: THE BOUNDARY MOVER (23:10-11) – Solomon closes this section with 

another warning about robbing the needy by moving the ancient property landmarks. After the 

conquest under Joshua, the Promised Land was divided up by tribes and families (Joshua 12-19). 

This was done by Eleazar the high priest, Joshua, and the elders of Israel “in the presence of the 

Lord” (Joshua 19:51). It was a reminder that the land belonged to the Lord and these territories 

were given to each tribe and family by Him. The Law of Moses pronounced a curse on any who 

moved these boundary stones (Deuteronomy 19:14; 27:17). Thus these ancient markers “set up 

by your ancestors (22:28) were established by God’s authority. Again we see God’s great 

concern for the poor and helpless. Greedy people thought they could steal land from “the 

fatherless” because they had no one to defend them. But in fact they had a strong Defender – the 

Lord Almighty Himself. 

 

This emphasis on moving boundaries teaches us several lessons. First, as followers of God we 

must be honest and upfront about all our dealings. These cheats may have thought moving that 

marker stone just a little bit won’t hurt. But it was an offense against his neighbor and a sin 

against God. A little white lie or ‘fudging’ on our taxes is still wrong! 

 

Second, it reminds us that God has set up boundaries for our lives. “The tendency of each 

generation is to question boundaries and to equate them with tradition. Slowly, the limits are 

pushed and boundaries are either moved or eliminated, at times in the name of Christian liberty. 

The wise plead with the reader to respect the boundaries which divine planning has erected and 

previous generations have respected.” 
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Have you ever heard someone say some truth of God’s Word is outdated? That what God said 

centuries before is no longer relevant in this ‘modern age’? Be careful about moving boundaries 

that God has established. They are there for a purpose: to protect us and guide us. This does not 

mean that we never change! The excuse “We never did it that way before” does not apply. But 

while methods and means may change, the Rock of God’s truth stands firm. Don’t move the 

boundary!  
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READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT:  Luke 23-24 


