
EXODUS: A MISGUIDED PRINCE  

Sunday, February 17 

Reading: Exodus 2:11-25 
 

Exodus 2:11  One day, after Moses had grown up, he went out to where his own people were and  

watched them at their hard labor. He saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his own people.  

12  Looking this way and that and seeing no one, he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand.  
 

It is now 40 years later. Moses has grown up in the palace. But he knows who he is and has 

concern for his fellow Israelites. When he comes upon an Egyptian beating an Israelite, Moses 

kills the Egyptian in a fit of rage. He knew what he did was wrong for he looked to make sure 

there were no witnesses before he struck the Egyptian and hid his body in the sand afterward. 

The next day he tried to break up a fight between two Hebrews, but they rejected him and 

exposed their knowledge of his previous murder. Acts 7:23-25 tells us that Moses expected the 

people to understand he was God’s deliverer but they didn’t. 

 

Moses was forced to flee into the desert of Midian to escape the wrath of the Pharaoh. There he 

marries and becomes a shepherd over his father-in-law’s flock. Meanwhile, the Pharaoh who 

wanted to kill Moses dies. We are told that God “heard their [the Israelite slaves] groaning and 

He remembered his covenant.” To remember” means that God was about to act on His people’s 

behalf.  

 

LESSON ONE: “Thinking You’re a Somebody.” Prince Moses thought he was a somebody! He 

believed he was the deliverer but he tried to accomplish God’s will his own way. This led to 40 

years living in the desert.  Do we ever try to do God’s will “my way”? Instead of praying and 

seeking the Holy Spirit’s guidance, we think we know better. We make our own plans and then 

ask God to bless them. What does it mean to pray, “Not my will but Yours be done”? How do we 

avoid doing things our way instead of God’s way? 

 

LESSON TWO: “Learning to be a Nobody.” Moses spent the second 40 years of his life living in 

obscurity as a shepherd. He learned that it was not all about him! He learned to be humble. I 

believe the lessons Moses learned in the wilderness were more important than all the education 

he received in Egypt. Before God can use us, we must be humble and willing to be used. What in 

your life might be standing in the way of God using you?  

 

LESSON THREE: “God Remembered.” For hundreds of years the Israelites had been slaves in 

Egypt. It might have seemed like God had forgotten them. They may have thought that He didn’t 

care. But nothing could be further than the truth! God “heard…remembered…looked…and was 

concerned” for His people. In His timing and in His way, He would fulfill His promises and 

rescue His people. “God’s timing is not always our timing. God’s plans are far beyond our plans. 

God does not forget His people. He will act on their behalf according to His will and for His 

glory. Do you feel forgotten? What does the truth that God remembers mean for you? How can 

you increase your trust in the Lord as you cry out to Him for help?  
 

 

 


