
PROVERBS 22-24: DANGERS OF DESIRE 

Wednesday, February 16 

Reading: Proverbs 23:1-8 
 

Proverbs 23:4 Do not wear yourself out to get rich; do not trust your own cleverness. 5  Cast but  

a glance at riches, and they are gone, for they will surely sprout wings and fly off to the sky like an eagle. 
 

Sayings 6-8 go together as they each caution us about the dangers of misplaced desires and 

greed. Jesus’ warning that we cannot serve two masters (Matthew 6:24) could stand as the theme 

for these proverbs. 

 

SAYING #6: DESIRE IS DECEPTIVE (23:1-3) – Solomon gives us the picture of dining with a 

king. Looking at all the delicacies and fine dining a person could be tempted to indulge their 

desires. But all this may be a test on the part of the ruler to see where the person’s heart is or as a 

means to win their favor and support. Wisdom urges us to “note well what is before you.” In 

other words, pay attention to the situation around you. Don’t let your desires cloud your better 

judgment. To “put a knife to your throat” is similar to Jesus’ statement that “if your eye causes 

you to sin, pluck it out” (Matthew 18:9). In both cases, hyperbole (exaggeration for effect) is 

used to say ‘do whatever it takes’ to not sin and keep your desires in check. Following our 

desires and appetites can lead us astray. Being self-controlled will keep us on wisdom’s path. 

 

SAYING #7: DESIRE IS FLEETING (23:4-5) – The last saying focused on desire for food 

(gluttony). This saying is about the overwhelming desire for riches (greed). Many people wear 

themselves out to get rich. Today we call this ‘burnout.’ They focus so much on making money 

that all other matters are ignored or ‘put on the backburner.’ They have no time for family, 

friends, or the Lord. Solomon warns that riches don’t last. “For us, the riches do not always fly 

away, but the satisfaction that they are supposed to bring does. David Meyer calls this "soaring 

wealth and shrinking spirit 'the American paradox.' More than ever we have big houses and 

broken homes, high incomes and low morale. In an age of plenty, we feel spiritual hunger." 
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SAYING #8: DESIRE IS STINGY (23:6-8) – When we live only to satisfy our desires we will 

become very stingy people. The miser in Solomon’s example invites people over to eat but all he 

worries about is how much you’re eating and what it all will cost. In his heart the bottom line is 

all that matters. He is not really interested in conversation or your company. To “vomit up the 

little you have eaten” means that you will get nothing valuable from associating with people like 

this. Your time and efforts were “wasted.” Children of God should have the opposite attitude: 

“Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7) 

 

In the New Testament, the Apostle Paul summed up the attitude God’s people are to have instead 

of living for our own selfish desires. 
 

Philippians 2:1  Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from 

His love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2  then make my joy complete 

by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3  Do nothing out of selfish 

ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4  not looking to your own interests 

but each of you to the interests of the others. 5  In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as 

Christ Jesus… 
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READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT:  Luke 21-22 


