
DEVOTIONS FOR Mark 3-7 
 
 

WHERE’S THE PICCOLO? 
Thursday, February 16 

Reading: Mark 6 
 

Mark 6:40  So they sat down in groups of hundreds and fifties. 41  Taking the five loaves and the two 
fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to his disciples  
to distribute to the people. He also divided the two fish among them all. 42  They all ate and were 
satisfied, 43  and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish. 44  The 
number of the men who had eaten was five thousand. 

 

Sir Michael Costa was conducting a rehearsal in which the orchestra was joined by a great 

chorus. About halfway through the session, with trumpets blaring, drums rolling, and violins 

singing their rich melody, the piccolo player muttered to himself, “What good am I doing?  I 

might just as well not be playing.  Nobody can hear me anyway.” So he kept the instrument to 

his mouth, but he made no sound. Within moments, the conductor cried, “Stop! Stop! Where’s 

the piccolo?” It was missed by the ear of the most important person of all. 
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Have you ever felt like that piccolo player?  Have you ever thought that your service for the Lord 

was insignificant?  The feeding of the five thousand is one of the only miracles recorded in all 

four gospels. The disciples’ reaction to Jesus’ “You give them something to eat” is telling. They 

realized how much it would take to feed such a large crowd.  In John’s gospel, Andrew finds a 

little boy with a lunch just big enough for himself.  The boy is willing to give his lunch to Jesus 

but Andrew’s lack of faith echoes that of the other disciples: "Here is a boy with five small 

barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?" (John 6:9). 

 

The miracle is very understated.  All we are told is that the disciples distributed the food and 

everyone ate and was satisfied. They collected the leftovers and found they had twelve 

basketfuls; more than what they started with! The word used for “basket” describes a smaller 

basket used for carrying food on a trip. Thus each disciple had a “lunch box” for the next day to 

remind him of Jesus’ power to provide. 

 

In 1924, Kittie L. Suffield published a song entitled “Little Is Much When God Is In It.” In the 

third verse she writes: 
 

Does the place you’re called to labor / Seem so small and little known? 

It is great if God is in it / And He’ll not forget His own. 

Little is much when God is in it! / Labor not for wealth or fame; 

There’s a crown, and you can win it / If you go in Jesus’ name. 

 

If we are serving where the Lord has placed us, no service is too big or too small! Like the 

piccolo player, no one else may be able to “hear” the part you play but it IS important and the 

Great “Conductor” hears and will reward your work for Him. 
 

Hebrews 6:10   God is not unjust; He will not forget your work and the love you have shown Him  

as you have helped His people and continue to help them. 
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