
JOSHUA: HOW’S YOUR HOUSE 

Sunday, February 16 

Reading: Joshua 23-24 
 

Joshua 24:14  "Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your 

forefathers worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15  But if serving the LORD  

seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods  

your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But  

as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD." 
 

Like Moses, Joshua ends his life by giving some farewell sermons to the nation. He begins by 

repeating the very words that God told him at the beginning about being strong in the Lord and 

obeying His Word (compare Joshua 1:7-8 with 23:6). Now he lays before the people a choice: 

Would they desert the Lord to follow the false gods of other nations or would they remain 

faithful to the One true God. Joshua had made his decision and his life bore out that choice. In 

his farewell address, he gives God’s people some strong counsel to help them make the right 

decision.  

 

1. Hold Fast to the Lord (23:6-8) - Like Israel, we are not to let the surrounding people 

influence us away from the Lord. To “hold fast” means to cleave, cling to, to not let go. This 

can only occur when we get our strength from our faith in God and obedience to His Word. 

 

2. Love the Lord (23:11) - Other religions base their obedience on fear and dread of what would 

happen if they don’t follow its dogmas. They fear retribution by their “gods.”  We obey 

because we love God and praise Him for all He has done for us.  

 

3. Fear the Lord (24:14) - This does not carry the idea of being terrified of God, but a healthy 

respect and awe for God’s holiness and power. It is our respect for God’s holiness that should 

keep us from sin and a respect for His power that drives us to seek His will and ways.  

 

4. Serve the Lord with all Faithfulness (24:14) - Following the Lord requires serving Him. Two 

Hebrew words are used to describe this faithful service. The first word means “complete.” It 

was often used of the animal sacrifices brought to the Lord - without blemish or spot. It 

reminds us of Paul’s words that we are to be “living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God” 

(Romans 12:1). The second Hebrew word means to be certain that something is reliable. It is 

a key word for defining “faith” in Scripture. Put them together, and our service is to be one of 

complete devotion and reliable faithfulness.  

 

After these farewell messages Joshua dies and is buried in the land he fought to inherit. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Everyone must make this same choice: whether to live for the Lord or live for ourselves. 

Where do you stand? 

 

2. Joshua reminded them that “not one of all the good promises the Lord your God gave you 

has failed” (23:14).  How can we gain courage and strength to serve and obey the Lord 

through remembering His promises and care for us? 
 

 


