
EXODUS: A FEARLESS FAMILY 

Saturday, February 16 

Reading: Exodus 2:1-10 
 

Exodus 2:3  But when she could hide him no longer, she got a papyrus basket for him and coated  

it with tar and pitch. Then she placed the child in it and put it among the reeds along the bank of 

the Nile. 4  His sister stood at a distance to see what would happen to him. 
 

In these verses we meet Moses’ biological family. They are from the tribe of Levi who will 

become the priests and spiritual leaders of the nation. Though their names do not appear in this 

chapter we discover later in Exodus that his parents are named Amram and Jochebed (Exo. 6:20) 

and he has two older siblings, Miriam (Exo. 15:20) and Aaron (Exo. 7:7). 

 

As any mother would, Jochebed wanted to save her child from the king’s edict. For three months 

he is hidden from Pharaoh’s soldiers and spies. When they can no longer hide him, his mother 

made a waterproof basket and lovingly placed her son in the Nile River. She seems to have a 

plan! She floats the basket in a place where she believes it will be discovered and places her 

older daughter Miriam (around 7-12 years old) there to watch over him. She did all she could do 

and left the rest in God’s hands. 

 

When the princess finds the basket God uses the baby’s tears to touch her heart and she decides 

to adopt this Hebrew boy as her own. Miriam steps forward and bravely asks if the princess 

wants a Hebrew nurse for the baby. Imagine being protected and paid to take care of your own 

baby! 

 

LESSON ONE: “Sovereignty of God.” Though Jocebed appears to have a plan, she still had to 

trust God to take care of her son. She could not control how Pharaoh’s daughter would react. She 

could not know if the princess would respond positively to Miriam’s suggestion. She could not 

even be sure that the baby would not be discovered before the time was right. Stepping out in 

faith does not mean we “fly by the seat of our pants” through life. Stepping out in faith requires 

us to prayfully make plans and trust God with the things that we cannot control. It means to plan 

and act to glorify God and accomplish His will. Are you fearless in your service for God?   

 

LESSON TWO: “Train Up a Child.” Acts 7:22 tells us that “Moses was educated in all the 

wisdom of the Egyptians and was powerful in speech and action.” But what really had a greater 

influence on Moses’ life? His almost 40 years in the palaces of Egypt or those first early years 

learning at His mother’s knee? From the last part of Exodus 2, we will see that he identified with 

the people of God and not the riches from being the son of Pharaoh’s daughter (see Hebrews 

11:24-26). Where did he learn about the true God and the destiny of God’s people Israel? I 

believe it was from the training he received in the first few years in his real mother’s home. What 

he learned there stuck with him throughout his life. What are you teaching your children (and 

grandchildren) about God? Do your words and daily actions show them that God is a priority in 

your life? 
 

 


