
PROVERBS 22-24: HOW NOT TO GET AHEAD 

Tuesday, February 15 

Reading: Proverbs 22:22-29 
 

Proverbs 22:29  Do you see someone skilled in their work? They will serve before kings; they will not  
serve before officials of low rank. 

 

This first set of sayings (Saying 1-10) deals with our relationships with others and particularly 

emphasizes the dangers of seeking after wealth and riches. 

 

SAYING #1: THE POOR (22:22-23) – Too often society is divided into the “haves” and the 

“have nots.” People are judged by their social status and influence. Here (as in the rest of 

Scripture) God fights against this philosophy. It is nothing new that the rich and powerful often 

take advantage of the poor and needy. Solomon warns not to “crush the afflicted at the gate.” 

The city gate was where business and legal proceedings were held. The poor had no power and 

often had no one to stand up in their defense. But for those with no human advocate, “the Lord 

will take up their case.” God is on the side of those who cannot help themselves and as His 

people – so should we! 

 

SAYING #2: THE HOT-TEMPERED (22:24-25) –We all know people who are easily angered. 

They ‘fly off the handle’ at the least provocation. Wisdom teaches us not to associate with this 

kind of person. While we all have those times of momentary anger, as God’s people we are to 

practice self-control. It is one of the Fruit of the Spirit after all (Galatians 5:22-23). We are 

influenced by the people we associate with and so the danger is to become like them and be 

trapped in an unhealthy attitude and lifestyle. 

 

SAYING #3: THE DEBTOR (22:26-27) – This warning is about going into debt without the 

means to repay. How many people today live on their credit cards and end up so deep in debt 

they may never get out. Dave Ramsey quotes a popular expression when he says “We buy things 

we don’t need with money we don’t have to impress people we don’t like.” 
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We are to be wise 

with the resources God has given us.   

 

SAYING #4: THE BOUNDARY MOVERS (22:28) – Moving long established property 

boundaries was another way the powerful robbed from the poor. Saying #10 (23:10-11) gives 

this more detail and we will discuss this proverb then. 

 

SAYING #5: THE SKILLFUL PERSON (22:29) – The people in the previous sayings have all 

advanced themselves through wrong means: exploiting and abusing the poor privately and in 

court, anger, ‘loan sharks’, and moving landmarks. This saying presents the right way to ‘get 

ahead.’ The Hebrew word translated ‘skilled’ has the idea of diligence. A good king would only 

want the best advisors for his court. This does not happen overnight. It takes effort and 

discipline. If we would follow the path of wisdom and be effective servants of the King of kings, 

we must live skillful and disciplined lives. We cannot take ‘shortcuts’ to get what we want but 

work hard to live the way God would have us live. Are you a diligent worker that God can use 

for His kingdom? 
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READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT:  Luke 19-20 


