
JOSHUA: FAILURE TO PRAY 

Saturday, February 15 

Reading: Joshua 9-10 
 

Joshua 9:14  The men of Israel sampled their provisions but did not inquire of the LORD. 15  Then  

Joshua made a treaty of peace with them to let them live, and the leaders of the assembly ratified it  

by oath. 16  Three days after they made the treaty with the Gibeonites, the Israelites heard that they  

were neighbors, living near them. 
 

The people of Gibeon were afraid that they might be Joshua’s next target. They had heard how 

God had told the Israelites to wipe out the wicked inhabitants of the land and so they devised a 

scheme to save themselves. They disguised their messengers as men who had taken a long 

journey. They wore tattered clothes, carried old cracked wine-skins, and showed them moldy 

bread in hopes that Joshua and the elders would believe their report that they had come from a 

far off country. They are also careful not to show any knowledge of recent events at Jericho and 

Ai. If the Israelites believed they did not live in the Promised Land they could trick them into 

making a treaty to spare their lives. 

 

Joshua 9:14 is a sad verse. Joshua and the elders trusted their senses and their own experience. 

They looked at the externals and bought into the deception. If they would have taken the matter 

to the Lord, things would have been very different. But even though they were tricked into 

making the treaty, the Israelites kept their word as it had been made before God. 

 

But God uses this stumble on the part of Israel to fulfill His purposes. When the other Canaanite 

kings hear what Gibeon has done, they join forces to destroy them. Now these 5 major armies 

gather together in one place so Joshua and his army can eliminate them in one swoop.   

 

When the Gibeonites call for help, Joshua came and routed the enemy armies. And God Himself 

threw the armies into confusion. He rained hailstones from the sky killing the enemy and even 

stops the sun and moon so Israel can complete the victory. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Things are not always as they appear. Some things may make perfect sense from a human 

perspective and yet lead us into sin. Human logic and what we see on the outside does not 

always tell the whole story. That is why we need to seek the Lord’s direction for every area 

of our lives. Do you take your decisions to the Lord in prayer before acting on them? What 

have been the results when you leave God out of the equation? 

 

2. While by no means a Christian, Gandhi made this interesting statement about prayer: “Prayer 

is not asking. It is a longing of the soul. It is daily admission of one's weakness. It is better in 

prayer to have a heart without words than words without a heart.” 
1 

How sad that an 

unbeliever can have such insight on prayer while many Christians think little about it. Too 

often prayer is an afterthought or a last resort in times of trouble. What would happen if 

prayer were “a longing of the soul”? What if every day we came before the Lord and poured 

out our soul to Him? What if each day began with a commitment to follow His Word and do 

His will? Is prayer a first priority or a last resort in your life? Prayer is the lifeline that 

connects us to God.  Are you plugged in?   
  
 

1  
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/keywords/prayer.html 

 

READ THE NT: Mark 14:1-31 


