
DAVID THE KING: ANOTHER COUP 

Monday, February 15 

Reading: 1 Kings 1 
 

1 Kings 1:17 [Bathsheba] said to him, “My lord, you yourself swore to me your servant by the LORD your 

God: ‘Solomon your son shall be king after me, and he will sit on my throne.’ 18  But now Adonijah has 

become king, and you, my lord the king, do not know about it… 20  My lord the king, the eyes of all Israel  

are on you, to learn from you who will sit on the throne of my lord the king after him. 
 

David is old and knows his time is short. God had appointed Solomon to be the next king  

(2 Samuel 12:24-25; 1 Chronicles 28:5-7). This did not sit well with his older brother Adonijah. 

Like Absalom before him, he recruits some of the kingdom’s top leaders, including many of his 

brothers and the leading men of Israel.  

 

While he had not sided with Absalom, Joab does side with Adonijah. Since Joab loved war 

serving under Solomon, a man of peace, did not appeal to David’s general. Also involved in this 

plot is one of the high priests, Abiathar. He had been with David since the days of his desert 

wandering after Saul had slaughtered his entire priestly family (see 1 Samuel 22).  

 

With his support firmly in place, Adonijah proclaims himself king. However, Solomon’s mother 

Bathsheba and the prophet Nathan get word of Adonijah’s plot and approach King David on his 

sick bed. He quickly orders the prophet Nathan and the other high priest Zadok to anoint 

Solomon as king. Solomon rides on David’s mule to the Spring of Gihon surrounded by David’s 

personal bodyguards. There he is anointed king and the people of Jerusalem rejoice. 

 

Adonijah and his party are only a half-mile away when they hear the noise of celebration. When 

they learn that David has crowned Solomon king and he now sits on David’s throne, the party 

scatters. Adonijah goes to the Tabernacle and clings to the horns on the altar, not willing to let go 

until Solomon promises not the kill him. Solomon responds by giving his brother another chance 

to prove his loyalty. 

 

Adonijah’s motives and attitudes were all wrong. The king of Israel was not to be a selfish 

person who used his power to get what he wanted. There is no room for an “I will” attitude when 

leading God’s people. From the start, Adonijah’s desire for the throne was from prideful 

ambition and the desire for everyone to praise at him (notice the 50 men running ahead of him to 

“sing his praises”). The New Testament reminds us that spiritual leaders are not to lord it over 

people but be godly examples to follow (see 1 Peter 5:3). What kind of an example are you 

setting for those around you? Do you serve God for His glory or for your own promotion and 

praise? 

 

Adonijah’s whole life was about exalting himself and sadly David had done nothing about his 

son’s wrong attitude and actions. Adonijah seems to have always gotten his way and he believed 

that he could do the same with the kingdom. What might have been different in David’s life if he 

had led his family better? What warnings do we see in David’s family relationships that we 

should avoid? 

 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Numbers 25-28; Mark 8 


