
PROVERBS 22-24: SAYINGS OF THE WISE 

Monday, February 14 

Reading: Proverbs 22:17-21 
 

Proverbs 22:17 Pay attention and turn your ear to the sayings of the wise; apply your heart to what I  

teach, 18  for it is pleasing when you keep them in your heart and have all of them ready on your lips.  

19  So that your trust may be in the LORD, I teach you today, even you. 
 

Proverbs 22:17 clearly begins a new section of Proverbs. The previous section (10:1 – 22:16) 

was written in short pithy sayings. This new section returns to more prolonged instruction. It 

contains two parts: 30 Sayings of the Wise (22:17 – 24:22) and More Sayings of the Wise 

(24:23-34). There is no clear agreement on how to divide the 30 sayings in the first section but I 

prefer the numbering of Eugene Peterson’s The Message over that of the NIV translation. 

Peterson’s arrangement is what we will follow in these devotions. 

 

Just as the book began with a purpose statement (1:1-7), so this section starts with an 

introduction. The division into 30 sayings is similar to wisdom literature from other nations. In 

Egypt, the Instruction of Amenemope (written a little before Proverbs) contains 30 sayings. 

Many of the topics are the same as those taught by Solomon here. However, Solomon’s purpose 

is distinct. His goal is “so that your trust may be in the Lord.” These proverbs were written so 

that the reader may honor God – “to be honest and speak the truth.” 

 

Notice how our whole being is to be ‘tuned in’ to God’s wisdom: ear (17), heart (17-18), and lips 

(18). We are to “pay attention” (literally stretch out your ear). This implies a conscious effort to 

hear and understand God’s wisdom. The Hebrew word for “hear” (šāma’) also means to obey. 

We must put what we hear into practice. This is what it means to “apply your heart.” We 

determine to follow God’s wisdom and ways. We keep (šāmar) them in our heart and establish 

them firmly in our speech and conduct. Wisdom demands “my life, my soul, my all.” 

 

The heart of this introduction is found in the words: “So that your trust may be in the Lord, I 

teach you today, even you.” The word “trust” means to rely and have confidence. It expresses a 

sense of security because our hope and faith is in the Lord. The word “teach” is used twice in the 

NIV (19, 21) and translates the common Hebrew word “to know” ( ā  a’). This is a relational 

word. This knowledge comes from experience; by observing and thinking about it! It involves 

being skillful and discerning. Knowing and living according to God’s wisdom does not just 

happen. It must be sought. We must work at it. We must experience it.  

 

Lastly, this introduction reminds us that we are to share God’s wisdom with others. It is to be 

“ready on your lips.” The English Standard Version (ESV) translates Proverbs 22:21 this way: 

“…to make you know what is right and true, that you may give a true answer to those who sent 

you.” This reminds us of the words of the Apostle Peter in the New Testament. 
 

1 Peter 3:15  But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give  

an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.  
 

Are you a student of God’s Word? Do you strive to know and obey it with your whole being? In 

what ways are you sharing it with others? 
 

 

 
 

 

READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT:  Luke 17-18 


