
EXODUS: A FIERCE PHARAOH 

Thursday, February 14 

Reading: Exodus 1:1-14 
 

Exodus 1:11  So they put slave masters over them to oppress them with forced labor, and they built  
Pithom and Rameses as store cities for Pharaoh. 12  But the more they were oppressed, the more they 
multiplied and spread; so the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites 13  and worked them ruthlessly.  
14  They made their lives bitter with harsh labor in brick and mortar and with all kinds of work in the  
fields; in all their harsh labor the Egyptians worked them ruthlessly. 

 

Among the promises God made to Abraham were that he would make him a great nation 

(Genesis 12:2) and that his descendants would be as numerous as the stars in the sky and the 

sand on the seashore (Genesis 15:5; 22:17). When Abraham’s grandson Jacob entered Egypt 

with his family they numbered only 70 persons. But over the next 400+ years God would 

multiply them to a nation of over a million people. 

 

This rapid increase worried the new ruler of Egypt. Either he did not remember how Joseph had 

saved Egypt from famine (Genesis 41ff) or he didn’t care! This group of foreigners was growing 

quickly and he saw them as a threat to Egyptian national security. His solution is to make them 

slaves and work them to death. However, God continued to keep His promise and the Israelites 

continued to increase. 

 

LESSON ONE: “God’s Promises.” God’s promise to Abraham of a great nation would not fail! 

But it would only be fulfilled after much time and suffering. God’s promises can be trusted but 

they are not always fulfilled in the way or as quickly as we expect! Sometimes God’s promises 

are not fulfilled until after we are gone, but we can be certain that God always keeps His word. 

When have you seen God’s promises fulfilled in your life? What promises are you still waiting 

for God to fulfill? Are you patiently trusting for God’s will in God’s way at God’s time? 

 

LESSON TWO: “Prosperity & Suffering.” In the midst of the Israelites prosperity, God was 

there. In the midst of their slavery, God was there. He continued to bless and increase them no 

matter what their circumstance. In fact, they seemed to grow more during their suffering (1:12)! 

It is easier to follow Christ when things are going well. But God uses times of suffering to 

increase our faith and build our character. It is during the hard times that we can grow the most 

into the image of Christ! Are you experiencing a hard time in your life? What might God want 

you to learn through that experience? How can it help you become more like Christ? 
 

 

 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Numbers 17-20; Mark 6 


