
DEVOTIONS FOR Mark 3-7 
 
 

ORDINARY PEOPLE 

Monday, February 13 

Reading: Mark 3 
 

Mark 3:13 Jesus went up on a mountainside and called to him those he wanted, and they came to  

him. 14  He appointed twelve that they might be with him and that he might send them out to preach  

15  and to have authority to drive out demons. 16  These are the twelve he appointed: Simon (to  

whom he gave the name Peter), 7  James son of Zebedee and his brother John (to them he gave the 

name Boanerges, which means “sons of thunder”), 18  Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, 

James son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot 19  and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him. 

 

Sometimes we put Jesus’ Twelve apostles on a pedestal.  We see them with halos in stained glass 

windows or carved in majestic marble and we forget who they really were!  In his book Twelve 

Ordinary Men John MacArthur describes them this way:  
 

“…they were perfectly ordinary men in every way.  Not one of them was renowned for scholarship or great 

erudition.  They had no track record as orators or theologians.  In fact, they were outsiders as far as the 

religious establishment of Jesus’ day was concerned.  They were not outstanding because of any natural 

talents or intellectual abilities.  On the contrary, they were all too prone to mistakes, misstatements, wrong 

attitudes, lapses of faith, and bitter failure…Even Jesus remarked that they were slow learners and 

somewhat spiritually dense (Luke 24:25).” 
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They were a really interesting mix of characters.  At least four (and maybe seven) were 

fishermen.  While not an affluent job, it was a difficult profession that took patience, skill, and 

hard work - the perfect ingredients for making disciples. 
 

Matthew the tax collector would have been viewed as a traitor to his nation by most, especially 

by someone like Simon the Zealot who was part of a movement for a free Israel - a movement 

that would do anything to drive the Romans and any collaborators from their land.   
 

We have leaders like Peter who we often find saying the wrong thing at the wrong time.  We 

have his brother Andrew who seems to be a “people person,” always bringing others to Jesus.  

Thomas was the pessimist of the group.  And they all thought they were the most important and 

often argued over position in the kingdom.  We even have a group treasurer who secretly never 

let Christ change his heart and would end up betraying the One who had called him.   
 

Yet it is this rag-tag group (minus Judas) that Jesus would mold and shape into the men who 

would bring His gospel to the world.  They were not “super saints” or spiritual giants.  They 

were ordinary people like you and me!  Men with problems and failures.  Yet they were men 

who were willing to give all they had to the Lord.   
 

How did Jesus do it?  He spent time with them.  They were “with Him.”  Ordinary people can do 

extraordinary things for Christ when we spend time with Him and let Him mold us more each 

day into His image. 
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