
COME, NOW IS THE TIME TO WORSHIP 

Sunday, February 6 
 

 

CHORUS: 
Come now is the time to worship 
Come now is the time to give your heart 
Come just as you are to worship 
Come just as you are before your God 
Come 

 
1] One day every tongue will confess You are God   2] Willingly we choose to surrender our lives 
One day every knee will bow     Willingly our knees will bow 
Still the greatest treasure remains for those           With all our heart soul mind and strength 
Who gladly choose You now        We gladly choose You now 

 

Brian Doerksen (b. 1965)
1
 is a Canadian songwriter and worship leader. He has had successes and failures in his 

musical life. “Come, Now is the Time to Worship” was written at one of the lowest points in his life. He had 

just experienced a massive failure. A musical the 27-year old had written, financed, and produced ‘bombed’ 

miserably. He had lost everything including his home. He accepted an offer at a Vineyard church in London and 

moved his wife and kids there in the summer of 1997. He led worship as well as trained songwriters and 

worship leaders from other churches. This was quite a challenge because Doerksen was questioning his own 

faith at the time. He later wrote: 
 

“It was challenging to do a good job leading worship when so much of my heart was still ravaged by confusion and 

disappointment. But I had served long enough in the church to know how to effectively gather up people in the presence of 

God through intimate worship, and so I just got on with it, believing that eventually my feelings and the restoration of my 

heart would follow. I do remember a few times when I gulped rather deeply before getting up to lead worship, wondering if 

God might strike me down for leading in public, when privately I was having doubts about His very existence or at the least, 

doubts about His goodness and whether He was actively intervening on behalf of His children.” 2 
 

Then one morning everything changed. 
 

“Most mornings I would get up before the kids to go for a brisk walk. It was some light daily exercise and a chance to clear 

my mind before the day began. And it was also time to pray, to sing, and to speak out Scriptures. It was on one of these walks 

that I heard it. The idea floated through the air, and in that moment my life changed again. I tuned into what felt like the 

frequency of worship that realm where God is completely real and I immediately sensed the presence of God in a way that I 

had not for some time. I intuitively knew I was tuning into God's invitation, the invitation that goes out day after day…” 2 
 

He rushed home singing the song as he went so as not to forget it. For the next week he worked on composing 

the song he had heard in his head…the song that had brought him back into a spirit of worship with God. It is a 

good thing this song came at a low point in Brian’s life. The repetition of the word “Now” reminds us that we 

can worship God at any time…in the highs AND the lows of life. Now is the time to worship! Not when 

everything makes sense…not when things get fixed…not when COVID-19 is over! We need to worship 

God…just as you are! And so the invitation to COME! 
 

Psalm 95: 1  Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. 2  Let us come before  

Him with thanksgiving and extol Him with music and song. 3  For the LORD is the great God, the great King above all  

gods. 4  In His hand are the depths of the earth, and the mountain peaks belong to Him. 5  The sea is His, for He made it,  

and His hands formed the dry land. 6  Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the LORD our Maker; 7  for  

He is our God and we are the people of His pasture, the flock under His care. Today, if only you would hear His voice 

 
1  https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/history-of-hymns-come-now-is-the-time-to-worship 
2  https://www.praisecharts.com/blog/the-story-behind-come-now-is-the-time-to-worship/ 


