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Saturday, February 12 
 

Matthew 28:19  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations… 
 

Reuben Archer Torrey was born to a wealthy banker in Hoboken, New Jersey. His mother was 

the only real Christian in the family and she prayed that her son would become a preacher. 

However, Reuben wanted to be a lawyer. He entered Yale in 1871 and soon began living a 

“party lifestyle.” While he kept up the image of being a Christian, he knew he was not a real 

believer. After his sophomore year, he had a crisis of faith. His worldly living did not satisfy him 

and he had the haunting feeling that God had indeed called him to preach. One night his dread 

became so great that he decided to commit suicide. As he reached for a razor, God got ahold of 

his heart.  
 

Torrey fell to his knees and prayed, “God, if you will take away this awful burden, I will preach!” God  

lifted the burden, God’s peace filled his heart, and he fell sound asleep and woke up the next morning  

knowing that he was in God’s hands.” 
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Torrey attributed his change to his mother’s prayers. “Though I had gotten over sermons and 

arguments and churches and everything else, I could not get over my mother’s prayers.”
1
 While 

studying in Divinity School, he first met D. L. Moody and learned how to win souls for Christ. 

After graduation, he pastored a church in Ohio and got married (October 22, 1879). A few years 

later, he took his wife and little daughter to Germany where he studied under some of the 

greatest Bible scholars of the day.  

 

Upon his return he was offered the pastorate of two churches, a wealthy church in Brooklyn and 

a small group in Minneapolis who wanted to start a new ministry. He chose the small group and 

focused on evangelism, preaching, and teaching. He would later work with D. L. Moody in his 

revivals and founding what would become the Moody Bible Institute. From 1902 to 1905 he 

travelled the world conducting revival meetings in England, China, Japan, Australia, and India as 

well as across the United States and Canada, winning people to Christ. In 1912 he founded a 

school like Moody Bible Institute in Los Angeles (now BIOLA University) and served as dean 

for the next 12 years. He was also the founding pastor of the Church of the Open Door in LA.  

 

Torrey’s heart was always geared toward evangelism. He once said: 
 

“I would rather win souls than be the greatest king or emperor on earth. I would rather win souls than be the 

greatest general that ever command an army…My one ambition in life is to win as many as possible. Oh, it is the 

only thing worth doing, to save souls; and men and women, we can all do it.” 
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R. A. Torrey held his last evangelistic meeting in Florida in 1927. Because of failing health, he 

returned to his home to Asheville, North Carolina and passed into the presence of Jesus on 

October 26, 1928. He was 72 years old. He had preached the gospel around the world, seen 

thousands of people come to Christ, and written over 40 books. When Moody had first met the 

young R. A. Torrey he had told him, “Young man, you had better get to work for the Lord!” 
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May we answer this call as well. 
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