
JOSHUA: WET FEET 

Wednesday, February 12 

Reading: Joshua 3-4 
 

Joshua 3:14  So when the people broke camp to cross the Jordan, the priests carrying the ark of the 
covenant went ahead of them. 15  Now the Jordan is at flood stage all during harvest. Yet as soon as  
the priests who carried the ark reached the Jordan and their feet touched the water's edge, 16  the  
water from upstream stopped flowing. It piled up in a heap…17  The priests who carried the ark of the 
covenant of the LORD stood firm on dry ground in the middle of the Jordan, while all Israel passed by  
until the whole nation had completed the crossing on dry ground. 

 

There is still one obstacle standing in the way of Israel entering the Promised Land - the Jordan 

River. While it is not very wide, during spring flood stage it was deep and very fast. To step into 

the river at this time would bring the danger of being swept away into the Dead Sea. 

 

God’s command is for the priests carrying the Ark of the Covenant to go before the people and 

step into the raging waters. God’s promise was that when their feet touched the water, the river 

would stop flowing and the nation would cross on dry ground. When the priests obeyed, the 

miracle took place. Not only did the water stop flowing and pile up in a heap some miles away, 

the riverbed was immediately dried up so that the two million Israelites could cross (which 

probably took quite a while). 

 

To remember this event, Joshua has twelve stones set up as a memorial to God’s power and a 

sign to remind them and their children of how God had brought them into the land. It was also a 

testimony to the nations of the earth of the One true God. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER:  

1. Often in songs and sermons, crossing the Jordan is used as a picture of going to heaven. 

However, that is not the picture that Joshua is giving us. Crossing the Jordan was the first 

step of faith for these people. The Promised Land was not “heaven” as they would have to 

trust God and fight to claim the land God had promised them. Crossing the Jordan might 

better be seen as a picture of our salvation and entering into the life of faith where we must 

trust God and live in obedience to His Word. 

 

2. It took great faith for those priests to put their feet down into the roaring current of the 

Jordan. They had only God’s promise that it would stop flowing and not drown them. But 

when they stepped out in faith, God did amazing things. When was the last time you stepped 

out in faith, believing God’s promises? How might God be asking you to step out in faith 

today? 

 

3. Joshua wanted to make sure the people never forgot how God brought them into the land. 

The stones of remembrance would be a permanent reminder of His power and love. What 

“stones of remembrance” do you have in your life? In what ways do you remember and pass 

down what God has done for you to the next generation? 
 

 

 

READ THE NT: Mark 11 


