
PRAISE: HALLELUJAH! 

Monday, February 11 

Reading: Psalm 116:15 – 117:2 
 

Psalm 117:1  Praise the LORD, all you nations; extol him, all you peoples. 2  For great is his love  
toward us, and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. Praise the LORD. 

 

Though it is the shortest chapter in the Bible, Psalm 117 packs a wallop! Several of the greatest 

and most profound words is Scripture are found in these short verses. 

 

PRAISE: The psalm begins and ends with Hallelujah – “praise the Lord.” The basic meaning is 

to shout or praise, but it also is connected with the Hebrew word “to shine.” Our praise is to 

shine like a light in a dark world. The psalmist also uses another word for praise -  šāb̠ah. This 

Hebrew word means to soothe, calm, or still. Like the calming of the sea, our praise should calm 

our fears and increase our faith. 

 

LOVE: This is that great untranslatable Hebrew word ḥeseḏ. Since it defines the infinite love and 

mercy of God it is not surprising that hesed cannot be easily grasped. Some of the English words 

used to try and translate this powerful word are kindness, mercy, grace, goodness, faithfulness, 

unfailing love, and loyalty. We will spend eternity learning about and experiencing the hesed of 

God! 

 

FAITHFULNESS: This Hebrew word is often connected with hesed and speaks of the certainty 

of God’s justice and truth. We can be certain of God’s care because His truth and love never 

change. They endure forever. 

 

LESSON ONE: “The Untranslatable Word.” The Hebrew word hesed is so rich and deep in 

meaning that the dozens of English words used to try and define it only scratch the surface of 

what it really means. It is comforting to know that our God is beyond our ability to completely 

define or understand. If I could completely understand God, than He would be like me – a god in 

MY image. But I need a God who is above me. I need a God who is more powerful, wise, and 

loving than me. Only that kind of God can help me with my problems and save me from my sins. 

Do you thank God for His greatness? Do you thank Him that though He is so much greater that 

He still loves and reveals Himself to us? 
 

Isaiah 55:8  “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways,” declares the  

LORD. 9  “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My  

thoughts than your thoughts.” 

 

LESSON TWO: “Hallelujah!” Praise should be at the center of our lives. Not just on Sundays, 

but every day! Take some time today to make a list of all the things you can praise God for. 

Make sure to not only list His blessings on your life, but also praise for who He is. 
 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Numbers 5-8; Mark 3 


