
JOSHUA: BIG SHOES TO FILL 

Tuesday, February 11 

Reading: Joshua 1-2 
 

Joshua 1:6  "Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I  

swore to their forefathers to give them. 7  Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all  

the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may  

be successful wherever you go. 8  Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth;  

meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you  

will be prosperous and successful. 9  Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do  

not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go." 
 

The book of Joshua begins with God’s words, “Moses my servant is dead.” Moses had led Israel 

for over 40 years, but now he was gone and it was Joshua who would step into his shoes and lead 

the people into the Promised Land. He and Caleb were the oldest of all the people since they 

were the only ones from the older generation who were spared from God’s punishment because 

of their faith. Joshua is at least 60 years old. He had spied out the land 40 years earlier and so he 

(better than anyone) knew the challenges ahead. 

 

God encourages Joshua with the promise that the land is already theirs (1:2-4). He also promises 

that He will be with Joshua just as He was with Moses (1:5). For his part, Joshua was to remain 

strong, courageous, and obedient to God’s Word (1:6-9). To meditate on Scripture means that 

our every thought and action should be filtered through God’s Word. We must think about and 

apply it to every area of our lives and let it be our guide.  

 

Joshua now prepares the people to enter the land. He reminds the 2 ½ tribes of their promise to 

Moses (see Num. 32). He also sends 2 spies to scout out their first target - the walled city of 

Jericho. There they learn of the fear the Canaanites have because of God’s presence with His 

people. They also are encouraged by the faith of Rahab. Though a heathen, she has believed 

what she knows about the God of Israel and has put her faith in Him. She rescues the spies from 

an enemy patrol for which they promise safety for her and her family. The stage is set for the 

conquest of the Promised Land to begin. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. God’s servants my pass away, but God’s work continues. Joshua may have had big shoes to 

fill, but he was serving the same God as Moses served. God’s plans do not rise and fall on 

one person. He desires to use all believers to fulfill His purpose and when one leader departs, 

another will arise to take his place. What is your part in God’s plan? Are you fulfilling your 

calling? 

 

2. The focus of the Lord’s command to Joshua is God’s Word. If we want to live victorious 

Christian lives we must follow God’s three commands: (1) Study it! (“not depart from your 

mouth”), (2) Meditate on it! (3) Obey it!  How is your relationship to God’s Word? What 

does meditating and obeying God’s Word look like in your daily life? 
 

 

 

READ THE NT: Mark 10 


