
DAVID THE KING: GIANT-KILLERS 

Thursday, February 11 

Reading: 2 Samuel 21:15-22 
 

2 Samuel 21:22  These four were descendants of Rapha in Gath, and they fell at the hands of David  

and his men. 
 

David had subdued Israel’s longtime enemy earlier in his reign. But it appears the Philistines 

were once again challenging Israel’s dominance over them. Perhaps the series of troubles David 

had with Absalom and Sheba gave them confidence to rebel. Or perhaps it was this family of 

giant warriors that gave them courage to fight. These giants seem to be related the Goliath, the 

giant David killed in his youth. In any case, David leads his army out to battle. 

 

However, David is not as young as he used to be. In the midst of the fighting David “became 

exhausted.” This Hebrew word gives the picture of David’s strength flying away like a bird. 

Ishbi-Benob sees his opportunity and advances to kill David with his 7½ pound spear and sword. 

If it were not for the heroics of David’s nephew Abishai, David would have been cut down by 

this Philistine giant. After this close call, the leaders of David’s army tell the king he will not go 

out to battle with them again. He is too important. By calling him “the lamp of Israel” they are 

saying that David is the one who guides and directs the nation and they cannot afford to lose his 

leadership. 

 

The rest of the chapter highlights victories over three other Philistine giants who “taunted Israel” 

as Goliath had done before David killed him. While David could no longer do the actual fighting, 

he had capable men who could stand against the giants – mighty warriors who would fight for 

their king, their people, and their God (see also 2 Samuel 23:8-39). 

 

We all have giants to face in our lives. Whether they be actual people or problems that we face 

we cannot defeat them alone. We need our brothers and sisters in Christ to stand with us in the 

fight. And most importantly we need God on our side giving us strength to defeat the giants we 

face. 

 

It must have been difficult for the warrior-king David to admit he couldn’t do it anymore. The 

time comes when we all have to face up to the fact that we are getting older and cannot do all the 

things we used to do. But this is not a defeat! David’s men still saw him as “the lamp of Israel.” 

Far from being obsolete, he was still the light that led them to victory and to the knowledge of 

God. I believe we do a great disservice when we push our senior saints to the sidelines. Through 

their faithful lives, they have the wisdom, experience, and relationship with God that the church 

(and our young people) needs to stay faithful to the Lord and His service. 

 

Are you a young person looking for a mentor? Seek out those senior saints who can help teach 

you and mold you into the person God wants you to be. 

 

Are you a senior saint who feels your time is over? It is not! God still has plans and ministry that 

you can fulfill for His glory. Get involved! And see what God can do! 

 

 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Numbers 17-20; Mark 6 


