
SOLOMON: SIGNS OF SLIPPING 

Thursday, February 10 

Reading: 1 Kings 9-10 
 

1 Kings 9:4  "As for you, if you walk before Me in integrity of heart and uprightness, as David your  

father did, and do all I command and observe My decrees and laws, 5  I will establish your royal throne 

over Israel forever, as I promised David your father when I said, 'You shall never fail to have a man on 

the throne of Israel.' 
 

1 Kings 9 begins with a repetition of God’s message to Solomon that we read in 2 Chronicles 7. 

However, the author of Kings focuses more on the personal warning to Solomon and his sons 

about staying true to God. But even at this point in his life, Solomon is beginning to drift from a 

whole-hearted devotion to obeying God’s Word. 

 

Hundreds of years earlier God had told Moses that when the nation chooses a king there are three 

things that king is not to multiply - horses, wives, and gold and silver (Deuteronomy 17:14-20). 

As we read these chapters, we see that Solomon ignored all three of these restrictions.   

 

The prohibition against multiplying horses had to do with depending on military strength instead 

of trusting in the Lord. Moses specifically mentions not multiplying horses from Egypt and 

Solomon did just that!!! (see Deut. 17:16 - 1 Kings 10:28-29). That Solomon “made silver as 

common in Jerusalem as stones” (10:27), built such an elaborately ornate throne, and sent out 

ships to gather even more treasure (10:18-25) shows his disregard for God’s warning about not 

loving riches (see Deut. 17:17). The prohibition against marrying many wives will be discussed 

tomorrow. 

 

With all his wisdom, a wisdom so great it brought the Queen of Sheba* all the way from her 

country to see him, Solomon still disobeyed God’s instructions and commands. His disobedience 

was about to bear some bitter fruit that would not only affect his family but the entire nation - 

just as God had warned. 

 

Solomon should have known about these commands God had made for Israel’s kings. The rest of 

Deuteronomy 17 states that the king was to “write for himself a copy of this law…and he shall 

read it all the days of his life…” (17:18-19). But even his great God-given wisdom did not stop 

Solomon from disobeying the Lord. How does studying and meditating on God’s Word keep us 

from sinning?   

 

How could accumulating the things of the world distract us from following God? What does God 

want us to do with the possessions and wealth that He does give us? 

 

What does it mean to “walk before Me in integrity of heart and uprightness” (9:4)? Despite all 

his recorded sins, God says that this is how David had lived. What made David a man of 

integrity and uprightness? What lessons can we learn from his example? 
 

 

 

 

*  NOTE:  The legend of a love affair between Solomon and the Queen of Sheba is NOT supported anywhere in the 

Bible. Sheba is in the area of modern day Yeman in Arabia and NOT Ethiopia as tradition and legend suggest.  
 

 
 

 

READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT:  Luke 13-14 


