
O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL 

Sunday, December 4 
 

 

[1] O come, all ye faithful     [2] Sing, choirs of angels 

Joyful and triumphant      Sing in exultation 
O come ye, O Come ye to Bethlehem    O sing, all ye bright hosts of heaven above 
Come and behold Him      Glory to God, all--- 
Born the King of angels      Glory in the highest 

 
 [3] Yea, Lord, we greet Thee     [CHORUS] 

Born this happy morning     O come let us adore Him 

 Jesus to Thee be all glory given            O come let us adore Him 
 Word of the Father      O come let us adore Him 
 Now in flesh appearing      Christ the Lord 
  
 

“O Come, All Ye Faithful” has been a favorite Christmas carol for centuries. The exact origins and author of the song are 

debated. Its first appearance in print was in a French collection of hymns put together by John Francis Wade (1711-1786). 

in 751 called ‘Adeste Fideles.’ Some attribute Wade as the composer but it is also possible that he simply published this 

Latin hymn which he got from another source. After all, he made a living by copying musical manuscripts he found in 

libraries and often signed his name to his copies.  

 

While the Latin original was translated into English several times, the version that is usually sung today is from a 

Frederick Oakeley who at that time was an Anglican priest. In 1841, he translated the hymn in English with four verses 

and the chorus we sing today. It was later published in Hymnals for Use in the English Church in 1852. Additional verses 

were added over the years, but the three in our hymnbook and the original 2
nd

 stanza are what are usually sung today. 

 

The original 2
nd

 stanza (omitted from our hymnbooks) is from the Latin original published by Wade and translated by 

Oakeley. 
True God, of true God 

Light from Light Eternal 

Lo, He shuns not the Virgin’s womb 

Son of the Father 

Begotten, not created 
 

It is based on the Nicene Creed (AD 325) which reads: “We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Song of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

Being with the Father…”  

 

The first verse is a call for us to join with the shepherds in coming to see “the King of Angels” born in Bethlehem with joy 

and celebration. The second verse in our hymnbooks encourages us to sing with the angels “Glory to God, glory in the 

highest!” The last verse reminds us that the Baby in the stall has always existed from eternity past. He is the “Word of the 

Father, now in flesh appearing.” This is the point of the verse discussed above which is often omitted. It reminds us the 

Jesus is the only One worth of glory and praise. Each verse concluded with repeated refrain, “O come let us adore 

Him…Christ the Lord.” This focus of Christmas is often drowned out in our world today by presents and the trappings of 

the season. To adore means to respect, worship, and love. How can you make this Christmas season about adoring Christ 

the Lord? 

 

 

Listen to ‘O Come, All Ye Faithful’ sung by Carrie Underwood @ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nFij5ExuKYg 

 

 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/O_Come,_All_Ye_Faithful 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-o-come-all-ye-faithful-1 

https://www.americamagazine.org/arts-culture/2021/12/10/christmas-hymn-adeste-come-faithful-241957 


