
JOSEPH’S OBEDIENCE 

Saturday, December 3 

Reading: Matthew 1:18-25 
 

Matthew 1:24  When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as  

his wife. 25  But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a Son. And he gave Him the name Jesus. 
 

Have you ever wondered how Joseph felt about the events of Jesus’ birth? We have very little evidence to help 

us understand his heart. In fact, there is not one recorded word of Joseph recorded in the Bible. I have always 

loved Michael Card’s song “Joseph’s Song.” It imagines what Joseph might have thought as he held the infant 

Son of God in his arms. Its’ continued refrain is “How can it be?” The chorus says: 
 

“Father, show me where I fit into this plan of Yours 

How can a man be father to the Son of God 

Lord, for all my life I’ve been a simple carpenter 

How can I raise a King; how can I raise a King?” 
 

We know very little about Joseph. We know that he was descended from the family of David just as Mary was 

and that he was a builder (Matthew 13:55).
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 We notice several things about Joseph’s character when we meet 

him in Matthew 1. 

 

He is RIGHTEOUS: The NIV’s “faithful to the law” translates the Greek word meaning righteous or just. 

Joseph was a man who loved and followed God. 

 

He is MERCIFUL: According to the law, Joseph had every right to condemn Mary for her apparent 

unfaithfulness and turn her over to the authorities for punishment. But Joseph decides to show mercy. He will 

not expose Mary to public disgrace. He will instead send her away to have her child. Surely there would be 

rumors and gossip but Joseph determines to take the shame on himself and spare Mary. 

 

He is a STUDENT OF SCRIPTURE: To confirm the message that Mary’s baby would be the Messiah, the 

angel quotes Isaiah 7:14 – a verse that Joseph would know well. 
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He is OBEDIENT: Although he realizes that it will cause tongues to wag in his community, Joseph obeys 

God’s word and “took Mary home as his wife.” But he is careful to not consummate the marriage until after the 

Baby is born so there will be no doubt that He is the Son of God. He denies himself in order to obey God’s plan. 

And he obeys the angel’s instructions by naming the Baby Jesus – “for He will save His people from their sins.” 

 

LESSON: How did Joseph influence Jesus’ life? Joseph apparently died before Jesus began His public ministry. 

But we are told that Jesus “grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man” (Luke 2:52). Part of 

this was surely the influence of His foster father Joseph. We can imagine the simple loving way Jesus referred 

to His heavenly Father was perhaps a reflection of His relationship with His earthly foster father. May we have 

the same attitude and obedience as faithful Joseph. 
 

 

 

 
1
  The Greek word tekton means builder or craftsman. It includes such things as carpentry, stone worker, etc.  
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 There is debate over whether the quotation of Isaiah 7:14 is part of the angel’s message or if it is Matthew’s commentary on 

    these events. Either way, Joseph would have known of this prophecy and it would help him understand the angel’s message better.  

 

 

 

 
 


